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On November 15th the Pierce County Council voted to approve Proposal 2005-80s amending title 18E of the Pierce County Code designating specific areas of the marine shoreline as critical salmon habitat.  Two high quality salmon habitat areas have been identified on Anderson Island, (along the shorelines of Vega/Oro Bay as well as on the western shoreline of the Island), using assessments previously conducted by the County. Approximately 11% of the County’s unincorporated marine shorelines are expected to be designated as critical salmon habitat, requiring a 100 foot vegetative buffer from the ordinary high water mark.  

Proposal 2005-80s also eliminates the Shoreline Density Exception that enables a small percentage of shoreline fronting properties to be subdivided into more lots than would otherwise be allowed through zoning. This exception permits development on lots of less than 5 acres within 200 feet of the County’s freshwater or marine shorelines in rural areas subject to certain minimum lot width requirements. It was determined that less than 5% of all shoreline parcels were of sufficient size and width to be potentially eligible to utilize the exception. The remaining 95% of shoreline parcels are already too small or too narrow to utilize the exception and therefore would not be affected by the change.  The allowed density in shoreline areas will be based strictly upon zoning.

We’re pleased to announce that the AICAB website www.aicab.org is expected to be up and running by the first of December, and we extend our thanks to Matt Garry for previously posting our information on his site, andersonisland.net.  Due to the rapidly increasing volume of material we wish to make available for public viewing, the AICAB members determined that it would be beneficial to have a separate site.  Items included on our website will be AICAB founding documents such as bylaws and ordinance, meeting minutes, reports, updates, summary of issues already resolved, issues in progress, issues scheduled for upcoming quarterly meetings, meeting agendas, list of members and terms.  In addition, a method for contacting the AICAB through website email forwarding will be provided. Please send us any ideas you might have relating to content and design. 

The next AICAB quarterly meeting is scheduled for January 10th, and we welcome your suggestions or requests for new issues.  Any requests for additions to the agenda must be submitted to the AICAB Chair at 884.6699 no later than December 15th, due to advance preparation time needed for printing and mailing of meeting announcements.

        - Debbie Lowe
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