Shoreline Compliance Package

On November 15, 2005 the Pierce County Council voted to approve Proposal 2005-80s amending title 18E of the Pierce County Code designating specific areas of the marine shoreline as critical salmon habitat.  Two high quality salmon habitat areas have been identified on Anderson Island, (along the shorelines of Vega/Oro Bay as well as on the western shoreline of the Island), using assessments previously conducted by the County. Approximately 11% of the County’s unincorporated marine shorelines are expected to be designated as critical salmon habitat, requiring a 100 foot vegetative buffer from the ordinary high water mark.  

Proposal 2005-80s also eliminates the Shoreline Density Exception that enables a small percentage of shoreline fronting properties to be subdivided into more lots than would otherwise be allowed through zoning. This exception permits development on lots of less than 5 acres within 200 feet of the County’s freshwater or marine shorelines in rural areas subject to certain minimum lot width requirements. It was determined that less than 5% of all shoreline parcels were of sufficient size and width to be potentially eligible to utilize the exception. The remaining 95% of shoreline parcels are already too small or too narrow to utilize the exception and therefore would not be affected by the change.  The allowed density in shoreline areas will be based strictly upon zoning.

More information regarding the proposal, including an interactive map of the areas  designated as critical salmon habitat, is available online at www.piercecountywa.org/pc/abtus/ourorg/council/shorelinecompliance.htm
Maps show affected shorelines on Anderson Island and list potentially affected parcels.

Questions regarding this proposal should be directed to:

Hugh Taylor, Council Research Staff,

(253) 798-3665 or htaylor@co.pierce.wa.us

Jenifer Schultz, Committee Clerk,

(253) 798-6696 or jschult@co.pierce.wa.us

Debby Hyde, Special Project Coordinator,

(253) 798-7110 or dhyde@co.pierce.wa.us.

