AICAB GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

January 14, 2011 @ Anderson Island Community Clubhouse

(AICAB Approved)

Present:  Dr. Charlene Holt, Richard Sullivan, Ed Stephenson, Dave Jacobsen, Joe Howells, Ann Dasch, Carol Paschal, Steve Woolley, Pat Owen, Anthony Tognazzini. 

Absent:  None. 

Call to Order and Verification of Quorum:  A quorum was confirmed and the meeting was called to order by the outgoing Chair at 7:02 P.M.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was observed. 

Seating of 2011 Officers:  Joe Howells was seated as Chair; Anthony Tognazzini was seated as Vice Chair; Steve Woolley was seated as Treasurer; and Dave Jacobsen was seated as Secretary.

Adoption of Agenda:  It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to adopt the proposed meeting agenda as printed.

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2010 AICAB meeting as printed.

Community 

Forum:

Update – Replacement Submarine Power Cable Project:  Presented by Jim Singer, Board Member, Tanner Electric Coop. 

The submarine cable replacement project for Anderson Island is complete with the exception of some weather-dependent clean-up work at the Mohr’s.  The final cost of the project is approximately $6.7 million.  The current special, 20-year facilities surcharge already being paid by Islanders was predicated on a project cost of $4 million. The Tanner Board of Directors will be deciding how to fund the project’s cost overrun.  One alternative would be a modest increase in the monthly facility charge, and then an extension of the special facilities surcharge timeframe to 30 years from the current 20 year timetable.  Jim Singer was asked if Tanner Electric has the working capital to carry the overrun costs for the longer period.  He answered “yes”, Tanner still has a good ability to borrow.  Ray and Iris Mohr were again thanked for their patience and sacrifice with the lengthy construction activity on their property. 

Reports to the Board:

Treasurer’s Report – Anthony Tognazzini for Steve Woolley

AICAB ended the 2010 fiscal year with a book balance of $650.45.  No expenses for 2011 have been processed as of yet.  There is a pending payment of $45 for the January, 2011 use of the Community Clubhouse.

Ferry System Status – Dave Jacobsen

The Steilacoom II is in dry dock and is now expected to return to Pierce County in the first week of February, returning to service in late February.  Weather has delayed the completion of painting and deck coating.  A 3000-hour engine inspection and service was completed for the Christine Anderson. Planned improvements to the Steilacoom terminal building will likely be delayed until fall to avoid service disruptions during the spring and summer.  However, repairs and upgrades to the Steilacoom dock and ramp will be completed by August as required by the grant that is funding much of that work.  The work to the hydraulics and electrical systems, as well as the landing wings and dolphins will be performed at night to avoid any disruption in scheduled ferry service.  The State of Washington has authorized and funded a study of the feasibility of Pierce County providing waterborne transportation to McNeil Island after the Department of Corrections departs.  The quarterly AICAB-Pierce County ferry meeting will be held January 20th beginning at 9 a.m. at the County’s Environmental Services Building in University Place.  The meeting is open to the public.   

Unfinished Business:

Ferry Schedule Change Proposal– Rich Sullivan

Because of concerns voiced by the community and the Steilacoom Historical School District, the proposal had been tabled at the November, 2011 AICAB meeting for further committee review.  After further review, the Ferry Issues Study Committee has determined that the specific Ketron request cannot be accomplished without significant disruption to the schools and regular ferry commuters.  The Ketron Island community has been asked if other, less disruptive alternatives would work for them.   Anderson Island resident Roland Checketts was introduced as a new member of the study committee.  Roland commutes daily on the ferry to and from his job on the mainland.     

New Business:  

Stop Signage, A.I. Ferry Loading Lanes – Dave Jacobsen

Community members expressed concern at the December AICAB meeting regarding the safety in crossing the three ferry loading lanes to reach Yoman Road from Larsen Road.  Currently, the loading lane traffic is not required to stop at the intersection with Larsen Road.  It had been suggested that consideration be given to painting “STOP” on the pavement in each loading lane at that intersection, effectively making the intersection a two-way stop to reduce the risk of a collision.  The concern and recommendation has been forwarded to Pierce County Airports and Ferries Administration.  No response has been received as of yet.   

Issues and Comments from the Floor:  

Two traffic concerns were raised.  The Steilacoom intersection of Union Avenue at Rainier/Martin Streets is increasing busy with complex traffic flow, including ferry off-loading and loading lane traffic, and much of both the north and south bound Union Avenue traffic turning onto Rainier Street.  Currently Union Avenue traffic is not required to stop for cross traffic.  Consideration should be given to putting a light at the intersection or making it a four-way stop.  

Yoman Road between the ferry landing and the Community Clubhouse is curved, has deep ditches on each side, is very dark at night, and is heavily travelled.  Consideration should be given to painting “fog lines” on the road’s shoulders for safety.  

Action:  Dave Jacobsen will forward these concerns and suggestions to the City of Steilacoom Public Works and Pierce County Roads (John Bair) respectively.

Announcements and Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent of the membership at 7:35 P.M.
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