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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS' ADVISORY BOARD




12728 Drayton Road

Anderson Island, WA 98303

January 20, 2010

Brian J. Ziegler, P.E.

Director, Public Works and Utilities

Pierce County

2702 South 42nd Street, Suite 201

Tacoma, WA  98409-7322
Re:  Anderson Island School Bus Parking Improvements
At its January 11, 2010 meeting, the Anderson Island Citizens’ Advisory Board reviewed the proposal dated January 6, 2010 to Pierce County from Steilacoom Historical School District Superintendent Dr. Cathy Davidson regarding provisions for bus parking safety at the Anderson Island ferry dock.  This is a very important issue to the Island community.
Based on our careful review of the proposal as well as discussions with local school staff (including the school bus driver), parents and others, we did unanimously vote to endorse this recommendation as fully meeting our concerns for school bus and student safety while not creating additional, unnecessary impairments to traffic flow on the Island.   

I would note an additional, related concerned that was raised during our review.  Currently there is a significant, steady course of water that runs into and across the top (west end) of the ferry parking lot from the southeast.  The source of the water does not appear to be weather-related and continues year around.  However, in the winter the sheet of water can become a sheet of ice and therefore quite treacherous.  It is our hope that drainage improvements can be included in the plans for the additional parking lot entrance requested in the School District’s proposal.

Please let me know if we can provide additional information or support on this issue.  We have been very impressed with the responsiveness of the Steilacoom School District and Pierce County, in particular Mike Escher’s organization, in looking into this safety concern and quickly moving toward a solution.  

Sincerely,

Dave Jacobsen

Chair, Anderson Island Citizens’ Advisory Board

(253) 884-5250

andersonaicab@yahoo.com
c.
Dick Muri, Pierce County Council


Kevin Callanan, Steilacoom Historical School District Board of Directors

Dr. Cathy Davidson, Steilacoom Historical School District
Jim McLean, AICAB Liaison to Pierce County Ferry System

