AICAB GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
June 11, 2010 @ Anderson Island Community Clubhouse

(AICAB Approved)
Present:  Dr. Charlene Holt, Jim Mclean, Richard Sullivan, Anthony Tognazzini, Ed Stephenson, Dave Jacobsen.
Absent and Excused: David McGoldrick, Diane Avey, Joe Howells.  One AICAB position (Fire District) is currently vacant.  Andrea Jacobsen served as recording secretary for the meeting.
Call to Order and Verification of Quorum: A quorum was confirmed and the meeting was called to order by the Chair at 7:04 P.M.  It was moved, seconded and unanimously approved to excuse Diane Avey, David McGoldrick and Joe Howells from the meeting.
Adoption of Agenda:  It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to adopt the proposed meeting agenda as printed.

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the May 14, 2010 AICAB meeting as printed.
Public Forums:  
Two representatives from the Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, Lead Deputy Kevin McCann and Chief Deputy Mary Robnett, addressed the Board and members of the audience on criminal activity and prosecution.  Also participating in the discussion was Bertha Fitzer, a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney who, as a candidate for Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney this fall, was representing herself.  Discussion topics included prosecutorial priorities and the impact of budget reductions; strategies and efforts to reduce court backlogs; the impact of State corrections programs within Pierce County on the crime rate here; the strategy and effect of “plea bargaining” versus going to trial; the impact of recent medical marijuana legislation on criminal activity; other drug activity trends and concerns;  the response to the rash of on-island break-ins, burglaries and vandalism; and the value of community involvement in reducing and resolving crime.  The discussion was recorded and a transcript can be requested from the Chair.
Reports to the Board:
Treasurer’s Report by Anthony Tognazzini (acting Treasurer): The current check book balance is $397.99, which reflects a $117.46 expense reimbursement for copies and postage, along with three months of meeting room rental expense totaling $135.00 and paid by check.  These expenses have been invoiced to Pierce County and that receivable will return the check book balance to $650.45.  Payables for meeting room rent for the May and June meetings leave an available balance of $560.45.
Ferry System Status Report by Jim McLean:   
The Christine Anderson is performing well after its major overhaul.  Work on docks including addressing the contamination of hydraulic fluids is progressing and should not pose a problem to ferry operations or schedules. Ferry terminal work at Steilacoom has been delayed, but should still be completed by year end.  The lease with the State for the Steilacoom II expires in August, which could, but likely will not, be extended through October.  Dry dock specifications are being prepared for the Steilacoom II.  Ferry ridership was down by 7 percent in May compared to the year prior.         
Unfinished Business:
School Bus Parking Plan Status by Dave Jacobsen:  There is no further update at this time.  This project will be discussed in detail at the Pierce County Quarterly Ferry Committee meeting on June 17th.
Proposed Pierce Transit Bus Route Changes by Dave Jacobsen:  Pierce Transit is projecting a $60 million plus revenue shortfall for 2011.  Due to this, they had initially developed three possible plans to restructure their services based on different revenue strategies (e.g. tax increases).  All three proposed plans included the total elimination of the 212 route, which is the bus that stops at the Steilacoom dock.  AICAB and individual Islanders had asked for reconsideration on the total elimination of the 212 route, and we have been advised that the two revised proposed plans both do now retain a stop at the Steilacoom ferry dock, but at a reduced service level.  The Chair has sent a letter of thanks and support for this proposed plan revision to the Pierce Transit Board who will be considering the plans at their June and July meetings.
New Business:  
Charlene Holt shared information on the identification and elimination of noxious, and sometimes dangerous weeds and plants including poison hemlock, tansy ragwort, horsetail, gorse & Scotch broom, and Canada thistle.  Fines can be levied against private property owners who do not take action to control noxious plants.  A question was asked about the plan to control tansy ragwort in the public right-of-way.  The Chair will contact the County for an answer.

Issues and Comments from the Floor:  

No issues or concerns were brought before the Board from the floor.

Announcements and Adjournment:
The quarterly County Ferry Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday June 17th beginning at 9 a.m. at the Pierce County Environmental Services Building in University Place.

The Planning Committee for the proposed Nisqually Aquatic Reserve will hold its next meeting on July 16th at the Anderson Island Community Clubhouse beginning at 9:30 a.m.  This is a public meeting.

AICAB will host an Emergency Preparedness Workshop on August 14th at the Community Clubhouse.  Time to be announced.  

Pierce County Auditor Julie Anderson will attend the September AICAB meeting to discuss her organization’s services and programs including public records, vehicle and vessel licensing, animal control, and elections management.

In response to a question, Pierce County does allow political signs in the public right-of-way for up to 10 days after an election or longer following a successful primary election.  The County recognizes these signs as a form of protected free speech.  However, Riviera covenants do not allow political or other signs on private property within the Riviera.   

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the membership at 8:30 P.M.
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