AICAB GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
May 14, 2010 @ Anderson Island Community Clubhouse

(AICAB Approved)
Present:  Dr. Charlene Holt, Dave Jacobsen, Jim Mclean, Diane Avey, Dave Buchert, Joe Howells, Richard Sullivan.  Absent and Excused: David McGoldrick, Anthony Tognazzini.  Andrea Jacobsen served as recording secretary for the meeting.
Call to Order and Verification of Quorum: The meeting was called to order by Chair Dave Jacobsen at 7:03 P.M.  It was moved, seconded and unanimously approved to excuse David McGoldrick and Anthony Tognazzini from the meeting. The Chair announced the newest member of AICAB, Richard Sullivan who was nominated by the Community Club, appointed by the County Executive, and confirmed by the County Council.  Welcome Rich!
Adoption of Agenda:  It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to adopt the proposed meeting agenda as printed.

Approval of April 9, 2010 Meeting Minutes:  It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2010 AICAB meeting as printed.
Public Forums:  
The Public forums on emergency preparedness and Island criminal activity and prosecution concerns were rescheduled due to ferry “challenges”.  The Pierce County Emergency Management presenters had a class to teach in Tacoma until 5:00PM, but need 45 minutes to make the presentation at AICAB.  Without a 6:30PM boat, that won’t work.  They have tentatively rescheduled for the June 11th meeting.  Two members of the Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office were scheduled to speak on the Anderson Island criminal activity.  Mark Lindquist, the Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney and Bertha Fitzer, a Deputy Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney were unable to make the ferry because of overloads and have also rescheduled for the June 11th AICAB meeting.
Reports to the Board:
Treasurers Report by Dave Buchert:  There was one expense for April in the amount of $110.00 to Dave Jacobsen for various copies and postage.  The only anticipated expense for the current month is for May rent to the Community Center.  This will leave a balance in the AICAB account of $360.45.  The county will be invoiced before the next meeting, which will bring the account back to a $650 balance.
Ferry System Status Report by Jim McLean:  The Christine Anderson returned today, May 14th.  There have been several overloads on the boat today and the Christine Anderson is running on the Rhododendron schedule until tomorrow, May 15.  One May 15, the peak season rates go into effect.  There has been a glitch in the county’s online ticket system.  Some consumers were being charged the peak rates before the peak season effective date.  The county is working on the problem and has already made over 100 reimbursements.  
The ferry that is moored near the Ketron dock is not a new boat.  The retired State of Washington vessel Olympia has been purchased by Tom Palmer and he has made arrangements to moor the boat at Ketron.

The Steilacoom II may be returned sooner than initially thought.  The County is requiring that she be returned in “showroom condition.”  Washington State Ferries will need to pay for all of the required work with Pierce County supervising.  The upgrade work on the docks should be completed between now and Memorial Day weekend.  The ticket scanners have been improved and will allow for student ID cards that Steilacoom School District children may use for ferry passage.  The School District will need to provide final approval.
The Steilacoom Terminal will be undergoing improvements, including new bathroom facilities and a food vendor.

AICAB Membership Status:  This will be Dave Buchart’s last meeting.  He is stepping down due to family commitments.  The Deputy Fire Chief is currently working on a replacement nomination.  Thank you Dave for your long and generous service!  Anthony Tognazzini has agreed to re-assume the Treasurer duties until an election can be held.  Thanks Anthony!  Richard Sullivan is completing Erik Hodge’s term.  Dave Jacobsen and Charlene Holt are finishing their terms this year and will need to decide whether to seek reappointment.
Unfinished Business:
School Bus Parking Plan Status by Dave Jacobsen:  Dave Jacobsen has spoken to the assigned engineer for the School Bus Safe Parking Plan Project.  There will be no PALS variance or Shoreline Management Act compliance activity required to complete the project.  The proposed project is being reviewed by affected County departments, and a budget is being developed.   There will be a second driveway at the top of the lot, a plan to deal with the current water run-off, landscape changes, and marked crosswalks, along with the new bus turn-out adjacent to Yoman Road.  The goal is to have the project completed prior to next school year.  There is also some research taking place on installing additional security cameras, possibly including the parking lot area. 
Proposed Pierce Transit Bus Route Changes by Dave Jacobsen:  Pierce Transit is projecting a $60 million plus revenue shortfall for 2011.  Due to this, they have developed three possible plans to restructure their services based on different revenue strategies (e.g. tax increases).   This includes both changes and eliminations.  An elimination that would impact residents of Anderson Island is the proposed total elimination of the 212 route, which is the bus that picks up from the Steilacoom dock.  Comment cards are still available for Islanders to express concerns about this change.  The AICAB Chair has attended public meetings with Pierce Transit, and feels they are open to addressing our concerns.  Steilacoom Mayor Lucas has suggested adjusting the level of service would make better sense than totally eliminating the route.  The 212 currently stops at the dock 21 times per day, which seems excessive.  Most of the stop times are not coordinated with the ferry.  Dave Jacobsen has written a letter to Pierce Transit regarding the Islander’s concerns, needs and suggestions for a reduced frequency schedule.  The decision will likely be made on this issue at the July Pierce Transit Board meeting.
New Business:  
There is no New Business.  

Issues and Comments from the Floor:  

Returning Military Personnel Medical Concerns:  Dr. Holt shared information from a recent briefing at Madigan Military Hospital.  Our military members are returning from overseas assignments with extensive numbers and kinds of serious ailments – physical and emotional – in addition to combat injuries.  This unfortunately coincides with declining resources, especially skilled medical personnel.  She reminds us that the brave defenders of our country need our support as much as ever.  
AICAB Ferry Survey: A suggestion was made in January by Ann Dasch to consider redoing the ferry schedule to provide a later weeknight run.  This has not been discussed on an official level yet.  A Ferry Study Group will be established as an advisory group to AICAB.  These narrow issues will be raised there, in the context of the entire ferry service model, and the needs and interests of the entire community.  Dave Jacobsen asked that if community members have an interest in working on ferry issues to please contact him.  He is interested in a balance of community member perspectives including commuters, businesses, vacationers, retirees, families of school children, etc.
Announcements and Adjournment:
A new Steilacoom School District Superintendent has been selected.  Bill Fritz comes from the Shoreline School District.  Although he doesn’t take office until July, Mr. Fritz will be on the island on May 19th to visit with the Island educators and the community, and has also asked for an audience with the AICAB Chair that day.  
Councilman Muri has AICAB on his calendar for the June 11th meeting.

Hittle & Associates will be available to discuss the cable replacement plans and activity at the Tanner Cooperative Annual Meeting on Saturday, May 22nd at the Anderson Island Community Club.    
Criminal activity on the island has abated, but is still somewhat ongoing.  The investigations continue.  One person has been convicted on the burglaries and is already serving prison time.  Some “old” break-ins are just being discovered by vacation home owners and “snowbirds” who are returning to the Island.  Crime scene analysts have been out and taken DNA samples and fingerprints.  The island crime activity level reflects an almost 4000% increase over past years! 

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the membership at 7:55 P.M.
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