AICAB GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
March 12, 2010 @ Anderson Island Community Clubhouse

(AICAB Approved)
Present:  Dr. Charlene Holt, Dave Jacobsen, Jim McLean, Ed Stephenson, Erik Hodge, Joe Howells, David McGoldrick, Anthony Tognazzini, Diane Avey  Absent and excused: Dave Buchert.  Andrea Jacobsen served as recording secretary for the meeting.
Call to Order and Verification of Quorum: Meeting called to order by Chair Dave Jacobsen at 7:02P.M.  A quorum is present.  It was moved, seconded and unanimously approved to excuse Dave Buchert from the meeting because of family obligations.
Adoption of Agenda:  It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to adopt the proposed meeting agenda as printed.

Approval of February 12, 2010 Meeting Minutes:  It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2010 meeting with a change to page three, paragraph three to remove the extra word “but.”
Public Forums:  
Proposed Nisqually Aquatic Reserve:  Daniel Hull, Executive Director of Nisqually Reach Nature Center, Doug Meyers, President of Nisqually Reach Nature Center, Kyle Murphy, Reserves Program Manager of Department of Natural Resources and Michael Grilliot, Fellow at Department of Natural Resources presented the status of the proposed plan for the natural Aquatic Reserve around Anderson and Ketron and Islands.

Daniel Hull gave a brief synopsis of the foundations of the Nature Center and its goals for the Nisqually Reach Aquatic Reserve.
Nisqually Reach Nature Center (NRNC) submitted a proposal to the Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) requesting that approximately 17,000 acres of state-owned, South Puget Sound tidelands and bottom lands be designated as a Washington State Aquatic Reserve.  The proposal has been accepted for review by DNR.  The Proposed Plan would create a 90 year designation and plan or the area.
The reserve area stretches from the shoreline of Tolmie State Park across Puget Sound between McNeil and Anderson Islands to the eastern shoreline south of Steilacoom, bordered on the south by the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge (NNWR), and on the west by the shoreline where the Center is located, north to the State Park.  It includes the shorelines of Anderson and Ketron Islands and the deep waters of Nisqually Reach.

Among the goals of the reserve are to monitor and prevent the loss of plant life that supports the sea life, inventory the extent of kelp beds, protect the habitat of deep-water invertebrates and fish and prevent their contamination or loss due to activities such as dredging and overfishing, continue bird monitoring, carry out research projects in deep water areas, and to provide educational programs.
There are three stages to the process of finalizing the Proposed Management Plan.  

Stage I: Nomination and Evaluation.  This part is complete.  Nisqually Reach Nature Center submitted the Nomination to DNR and it has been accepted.

Stage II: State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) review.  This is a time for public comment and will take place this summer.

Stage III: Finalization and approval by the DNR Commissioner.  Expected in Fall of 2010.

Comment forms are available and were left at the board meeting for distribution.

Concerns were raised by community members about the effect of the Reserve on private land owner’s rights.  According to Daniel Hull, per the Proposed Plan, shellfish harvesting and leasing rights for commercial entities will be regulated by DNR, and private/recreational permitting for harvesting will be managed by Department of Fish and Wildlife.  At this time, there is a moratorium on all shellfish leases issued by DNR within the Proposed Reserve Area until the Plan is finalized.
It was requested that additional representatives of the Anderson Island community be allowed to join the committee on the Reserve.  It was suggested that these nominations be made directly to NRNC for consideration.
Reports to the Board:
Treasurers Report by Dave Buchert:  Dave Buchert not present, so the Treasurer’s Report was presented by Dave Jacobsen.  The Expense and Financial Report and a proposed administrative budget for 2010 was approved with a $30 correction based on a miscalculation in the web site costs. 
Ferry System Status Report by Jim McLean:  The Christine Anderson will go into dry dock from 03/22/2010 to 05/14/2010 (or sooner if work is completed).  Washington State Ferry Marine Vessel Rhododendron will be substituted during this time.  Pierce County has requested a recommendation from AICAB on a modified temporary schedule by March 13, 2010.  Several options were discussed.  The Board unanimously approved, with strong community support, the following proposed schedule to be submitted as representing Anderson Island’s recommendation:
MORNING TRIPS 

	Frequency 
	Depart Steilacoom 
	Depart Ketron 
	Depart Anderson 

	Mon - Fri only 
	4:45 a.m. 
	5:10 a.m. 
	5:55 a.m. 

	Every day 
	6:40 a.m. 
	7:25 a.m. 

	Every day 
	8:15 a.m. 
	9:00 a.m. 

	Every day
	9:45 a.m. 
	10:30 a.m. 

	Every day 
	11:15 a.m. 
	11:40 a.m. 
	12:25 p.m. 


AFTERNOON TRIPS 

	Frequency 
	Depart Steilacoom 
	Depart Ketron 
	Depart Anderson 

	Every day 
	2:10 p.m. 
	2:55 p.m. 

	Every day 
	3:40 p.m. 
	4:25 p.m. 

	Every day                           
	5:10 p.m. 
	6:35 p.m. 
	5:55 p.m. 

	Every day 
	7:05 p.m. 
	7:50 p.m. 

	Every day 
	8:35 p.m. 
	9:20 p.m. 

	Fri-Sat-Sun only….. 
	10:05 p.m. 
	10:50 p.m. 


Low tides will affect passage of the Rhododendron, as she has a lower hull than the Christine Anderson.  During low tides, certain vehicles will be denied passage to avoid damage to the ferry, dock or vehicles.  

Oberlin Church in Steilacoom has set aside 25 parking spots for residents of Anderson and Ketron Islands to use during the temporary schedule.  Parking is free to the islands residents, however, Pierce County will pay for the use of these spots.  Passes are available at the Steilacoom dock on a first come/first serve basis.

There is reported vandalism in the Anderson Island dock terminal building.  Writing has been etched into the windows, and toilet paper has been stuck to the ceiling.  The damage is estimated at $3,500.00.  

The action for the signage in the Anderson Island ferry landing parking lot has been tabled until the April meeting.  The Volunteer Island Patrol will take the lead on recommendations.  

Review/Update of AICAB Bylaws by Joe Howells:  Article 4, paragraph 4 and paragraph 9 are being reviewed for changes in the AICAB Bylaws.  It was moved and passed that the review/update of the AICAB bylaws be tabled until the April AICAB meeting to allow for the bylaw required thirty day review period.
School Bus Parking Plan Status by Dave Jacobsen:  At this time, an engineer has been assigned by the county to start designing the school bus parking area for Anderson Island.  The proposed plan has the school bus turnout running along Yoman Road adjacent to the parking lot.  The proposed plan includes repairs to the water run off issue in the parking lot, and proposed a second entrance/exit to the lot.  A variance from Planning and Land Services landscaping requirements has been requested for the proposal and the county states that the bus turnout should be complete by the start of the next school year.  
Unfinished Business:
Increased Criminal Activity by Anthony Tognazzini:  It was reported at the February AICAB meeting that there were a total of 23 incidents of attempted or actual break-ins since January.  The number of reported incidents is now at 28, showing 5 additional incidents since the last update.  No further incidents have been reported in the past two weeks, however, it is assumed that there will be additional reports when vacationers arrive for Spring and Summer breaks.  There have been two arrests on the Island at this time with one person incarcerated, but for other offenses and/or open warrants, not break-ins.  
New Business:  
Pierce Transit Proposed Route Changes:  Pierce Transit is considering eliminating several routes and stops.  One of the stops that is at risk is 212, the bus that stops at the Pierce County Ferry dock in Steilacoom.  Dave Jacobsen will attend a County workshop on this issue and request that Pierce Transit not eliminate this important connection.  He will also work the City of Steilacoom and the Steilacoom School District to bring areas of common concern forward to Pierce Transit. 
Water Rights for Rain Runoff: Per Dr. Holt, water rights are not required to collect rain water for personal use.  Pierce County will be providing workshops on collection and harvesting of rain water in the future.
Emergency Preparedness:  It was suggested from the floor that AICAB assist in getting an Emergency Preparedness Plan developed for Anderson Island, particularly in preparation for earthquake situations.  Pierce County does provide a great deal of information on this issue already, however, due to our special circumstances as an island, there is some concern that Anderson Island needs its own specific plan.  

There is some question as to whether the issue of Emergency Preparedness falls under the duties of AICAB.  The suggestion was made to include Emergency Preparedness information in The Sounder newsletter.  It was agreed that whichever organization this does fall under will have the support of AICAB.
A motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved to direct the Chair to prepare and send a letter to the Nisqually Reach Aquatic Reserve project leadership asking that an additional Island resident, Joe Howells be added to the Planning Committee for the project.  Joe’s name had previously been submitted in nomination, but was not selected. 
Announcements and Adjournment:
This AICAB meeting will be the final meeting with Erik Hodge on the AICAB Board.  He is stepping down because of business demands.  Thanks and appreciation were given for his 5 plus years of service.

There will be a free concert featuring Brazilian music on Sunday March 14, 2010 at the Anderson Island Community Center.  They will be accepting donations for the college scholarship fund.
A work party is scheduled at Schoolhouse Creek starting at 9AM on March 13, 2010 for brushing and new planting to enhance the creek area for wild fish runs.  
The off-leash dog area on Sandberg Road will be officially opening at 1PM on March 13, 2010.
On Saturday March 20, 2010 at 10AM there will be a Family History Open House at the Fire Station.  This is a workshop on understanding and researching genealogy led by Rich Sullivan.
Tanner submitted the environmental data evaluation to the State of Washington on March 3, 2010.  The next stage in the cable replacement is the bidding process from contractors.  The target date for the installation of the new cable is still October of this year.  
The meeting was adjourned by the Chair at 9:04P.M.
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