Anderson Island Citizens Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
For the December 11, 2009 Meeting held at the Anderson Island Community Club
(Approved 01/08/2010)
Chairman Ed Stephenson called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m., and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Members in attendance: Erik Hodge, Charlene Holt, Joe Howells, Dave Jacobsen, David McGoldrick, Ed Stephenson, Anthony Tognazzini.  Members excused: Dianne Avey, Dave Buchert, Jim McLean.  It was confirmed that a quorum of voting members was present.  Dave Jacobsen acted as recording secretary for the meeting.
It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to adopt the proposed meeting agenda as printed.

It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the October 10, 2009 meeting as written.

No Treasurer’s report was provided. 
Special Report: Volunteer Island Patrol.  A special presentation on the status of Anderson Island Volunteer Island Patrol (VIP) was given by its President, Kendel Lyman.  The funding source for the VIP moved from Councilman Muri’s discretionary funds to the Sheriff’s Office last year.   Subsequently, Pierce County has refused to reimburse the approximately $4300 in annual insurance costs for the organization citing County liability concerns.  For 2010, the VIP is funded by the County at approximately $11,000 to cover overnight visiting deputy costs (holiday weekends), vehicle operating costs, and other administrative costs; but not insurance costs.  The VIP does also receive donations from various Island organizations and individuals, although these are far from sufficient to cover insurance costs going forward.  At this point, the VIP feels it has adequate resources in hand or committed to continue operations, including insurance, through 2010.  However, without a change in funding for insurance, the VIP would likely not be able to operate in 2011.  The VIP Board of Directors is looking for options to provide insurance coverage, and therefore continue operations beyond 2010.  They are looking at how other similar volunteer public safety organizations provide for insurance, as well as for grants and other fundraising opportunities.  

The Volunteer Island Patrol asked to return to the January AICAB meeting to report on its progress with the funding question.   AICAB members assured Kendel Lyman that the VIP has broad support in the community, and encouraged her to put together an actionable plan on how to respond to the funding shortfall.  
Old Business:  School Bus Parking.  AICAB member Dave Jacobsen asked that the issue of school bus ferry transfer parking safety be reopened and monitored under Old Business.  This issue had come before AICAB last December, but has yet to be satisfactory resolved.  The school bus currently stops near the intersection of Villa Beach Road with Yoman Road to transfer junior high and high school students to and from the ferry, and to transfer special needs students to and from a smaller bus that carries them across on the ferry.  Many Islanders also use this area to stop their vehicles to wait for, pickup or drop-off ferry foot passengers, partially blocking the two-lane road in both directions.  The problem is exacerbated by the absence of a cross walk to formally separate vehicles and pedestrians.  School Bus Driver Ed Taylor shared examples of close calls as students, other foot traffic, and vehicles all come together in this congested area.   
Dave Jacobsen’s preliminary conversation with Steilacoom School District officials indicated they are prepared to work with Pierce County to resolve the concern.  Dave will help facilitate the problem solving and report back to AICAB on progress.

New Business: Election of Officers for the 2010 Board.
Chairman Ed Stephenson reminded the Board that the term of office for Board officers is one year, and that nominations must have the consent of the nominee.  

Ed Stephenson placed the name of Dave Buchert in nomination as Treasurer, and called for additional nominations.  No other nominations were offered, and Dave Buchert was elected as Treasurer by unanimous consent.
Ed Stephenson placed the name of Diane Avey in nomination as Secretary, and called for additional nominations.  No other nominations were offered, and Diane Avey was elected Secretary by unanimous consent.  
Ed Stephenson placed the name of Dave Jacobsen in nomination for Chairperson, and called for additional nominations.  No other nominations were offered, and Dave Jacobsen was elected Chairperson by unanimous consent.

Ed Stephenson called for nominations for Vice Chair.  Joe Howells placed the name of Erik Hodge in nomination for Vice Chair, but Erik declined.  Erik Hodge placed the name of Ed Stephenson in nomination for Vice Chair, bud Ed declined.  Dave Jacobsen placed the name of Joe Howells in nomination for Vice Chair, and Joe Howells was elected Vice Chair by unanimous consent.   

Chairman Stephenson congratulated the new officers-elect.  He reminded the Board that all three committees – Firearms & Wildlife, Tidelands, and Ferry  – had completed their work and disbanded.  Jim McLean will act as the single point of contact from AICAB with Pierce County on ferry issues and concerns.  The new AICAB Chair will appoint a back-up to Jim in that role for 2010.  
No ferry status report was presented.

No additional New Business was brought before the Board.  
Issues from the Floor: Peter Sato expressed concern about the elimination of the Ferry Committee.  He stated that there remains a need for diversity and breadth of points of view – from commuters and non-commuters alike – on ferry questions.  He advocated for more public meetings and public input.

Chairman Stephenson reiterated that Jim McLean will speak on behalf of the AICAB, not in its stead.  AICAB was designed to broadly represent the Island community and its interests, and is expected to be the conduit of that back to Pierce County.
Announcements:  Dave Jacobsen reminded the AICAB and audience that the Steilacoom School District will present information on its planned “renewal” of the District’s 4-year operating and maintenance levy at the January AICAB meeting.

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 7:50 p.m.

