Anderson Island Citizens Advisory Board October 10, 2009 Meeting Minutes
Chairman Ed Stephenson called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m., and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Members in attendance: Dave Buchert, Erik Hodge, Charlene Holt, Joe Howells, David McGoldrick, Jim McLean, Ed Stephenson.  Members excused: Dianne Avey, Anthony Tognazzini.  It was confirmed that a quorum of voting members was present.  Dave Jacobsen acted as recording secretary for the meeting.
It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to adopt the proposed meeting agenda as printed.

It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to approve the draft minutes of the August 14, 2009 meeting as written.

It was moved, seconded and unanimously agreed to approve the draft minutes of the September 11, 2009 meeting as written.

Treasurer Dave Buchert reported that there had been no new transactions since his September report, and that a balance of $650.45 remains in the AICAB checking account.  The only expected expenditure for October will be the meeting room rental fee for September and October, leaving an expected balance of $560.45.

A special presentation on Tanner Electric Cooperative’s progress with the submarine cable replacement project was made by Tanner General Manager Steve Walter and Tanner Board Member Jim Singer.  After environmental reviews, it has been decided to follow the existing cable route with some small variation.  Tanner is currently working with the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) on a plan to finance the cable replacement.  The BPA has tentatively offered to finance and manage the project and initially “own” the new cable.  The cost with interest would be approximately $3.8 million.  BPA would recover the cost of cable depreciation and the cost of interest over 15 years as a part of the overall rate it charges Tanner for power.  Tanner would then buy back the cable in the future at its depreciated value.  The Tanner board is still working on how these costs would be allocated and assessed to the Co-op’s members. The goal is still to complete the cable installation before the winter of 2010. The new cable will be more robust than the old cable, and will have an expected life of 30 to 40 years.   The old cable will be left in place to provide some redundancy.   The long term strategy would be to plan for a new cable every 15-20 years so that we will always have two cables in place to provide power redundancy for the Island. 
It will be critical that Islanders are prepared for conserving energy and enduring more frequent and longer power outages this winter.  Because the existing repaired cable is somewhat “fragile”, the network is set to be more sensitive to power faults, and the process for bringing the network back up is necessarily cautious.  Tanner will be providing information on both conservation and preparation for service outages shortly.  The buried service project within the Riviera is all but complete, with the cutover of service to the more reliable underground cable now fully in progress. 

A special presentation on the proposed Nisqually Aquatic Reserve was made by DNR Aquatic Reserve Program Manager Kyle Murphy and Daniel Hull, the Executive Director of the Nisqually Reach Nature Center.   The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) manages all state-owned aquatic lands which includes the sea floor or bed lands, and the approximately 30 percent of all tidelands that are not privately owned.  Anderson Island’s tidelands are actually 70 percent publically owned.  The DNR authorizes all uses of public aquatic resources such as docks, ports, marinas, net pens, underwater utilities and wild stock harvests.  DNR is a lead agency in conservation efforts within Puget Sound, such as the eel grass monitoring program, and will be directly involved in the development of future technologies such as tidal energy.  

The boundaries of the proposed aquatic reserve would include the Nisqually Reach area as well as Anderson, Ketron and Eagle Islands, but would only include publicly owned tidelands and bed lands.  The purpose of the reserve will be to protect and encourage specific native bird, fish, mammal and plant species.  The creation of an aquatic reserve occurs in four stages – nomination and evaluation; planning and SEPA review; formal approval by DNR Commissioner; and implementation.  The nomination has been accepted and the planning and review phase is underway.  An advisory committee of interested and affected parties, including Anderson Islanders, is being established and a formal decision on the reserve by the DNR Commissioner is expected next summer.  If the reserve is approved, a 90-year plan, with 10-year updates, would be developed and put in place.

DNR has been working with Tanner Electric on the cable replacement.  They will ultimately review Tanner’s plans for mitigating any impact on eel grass and wild geoduck beds before issuing an easement for the underwater cable path.   They do not anticipate that the development of the aquatic reserve will slow down the Tanner cable replacement project.
Under Old Business, the Board heard an update on ferry fare plans from Ferry Committee Chair Jim McLean.  A letter was received from County Executive Pat McCarthy in response to the AICAB recommendation to freeze present rates for 2010 and 2011, and to create a youth commuter fare.  While she has endorsed holding ferry fares at current levels for 2010, the Executive does not support a youth commuter rate at this time, and does not believe a rate increase can be avoided for 2011.  It was noted that ultimately the decision on ferry fares is with the Pierce County Council, and Councilman Muri is well aware of the reasons behind the AICAB recommendation to freeze rates for two years.  The consensus of Board members was that further correspondence with the County Executive on this issue would not be productive.
Jim also noted that the August ferry performance reports are delayed for additional content, but the information should be available for the October 15 quarterly ferry committee meeting with Pierce County.  The RFPs for the Ketron and Anderson Island dock upgrades are being sent out, and the estimated costs of those upgrades is now $60k.  The drydocking of the Christine Anderson will likely be in March 2010, with about 90 percent of the cost covered with stimulus funds.  The Steilacoom terminal will also be receiving some upgrades in the near future.  The Department of Corrections has formally agreed to the regular clean-up of the terminal and passenger areas and loading lanes.  The sign “fix” to advise of the start of ferry loading is in the works.
No New Business was brought before the Board.  

The Tidelands and Firearms & Wildlife Committees did not present status reports.

No additional issues were raised from the floor, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 9:03 p.m.   

