AICAB Monthly Meeting
Minutes
Sept. 11,  2009 
AICAB Members present:

Erik Hodge, Vice Chair

Jim McLean

Dr. Charlene Holt

Joe Howells

AICAB members absent (excused):

Ed Stephenson, Chair

Dave Buchert, Treasurer

Dianne Avey,

Anthony Tognazzini

AICAB members absent:

David McGoldrick

Call to Order 7:00 p.m., at the Anderson Island Community Clubhouse
Meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Erik Hodge.
- Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

- Roll Call-Verification of quorum
A lack of quorum, which would be five of the nine total AICAB members, was noted by Erik due to illnesses and travel.
- Adoption of Agenda
(Skipped due to lack of quorum)
- Approval of August 2009 Meeting Minutes 
(Tabled due to lack of quorum)
- Treasurer’s Report –
Erik reported on Dave Buchert’s behalf that there have been no new expenditures since the prior month’s AICAB meeting and that the AICAB account balance is $650.45 with no outstanding reimbursements.
Special Reports
- FIREARM/WILDLIFE Committee - Dave Jacobsen

Signs are on their way to the County, via Steve Caputo, stating hunting rules and regulations. 13 additional firearms signs, 11 in Riviera and 2 at dump + gravel pit.
Dave introduced two Fish and Wildlife officers:
Sgt. Ted Jackson

Officer Dustin Prater

- Fish & Wildlife Officials Presentation
[See attached report]
Sgt Jackson pointed out that enforcement in the area is very tough as we have 2 officers covering multiple counties, including Pierce.  He introduced Dustin as our local fish and wildlife officer.
Their report:
This year archers can carry firearms (concealed if they have a license for that).  Being able to carry firearms is new this year.  You can't kill the animal with the firearm, even to euthanize it. 

An orange Chevy S10 has already been told to get off the island; they're not islanders and were caught hunting on private property without permission.

Trespass cases often get dismissed because they go to the bottom of the pile (low priority).  Follow up with a letter to prosecutor if you want to see a case go through.

Charlene asked: bear harassing your livestock, what can you do?

Answer: you can shoot a bear if it's on your property.  Best is to drive them away since a wounded bear can be vicious.  To drive them off, best is to use whistle or bang pots/pans, they hate whistles.  Radio playing will keep them off your yard.

They eat anything, are opportunists, will eat dogs, cats ...etc.

Archery now includes crossbows in our area.

Jerry B asked about coyotes and whether it was legal to hunt them here.

Sgt. Jackson's answer: coyote population in Washington State is exploding.  Fish & Wildlife dept no longer have coyote traps, only bear/cougar traps, and no officers to handle coyotes any more.  Options are: contract trapper or get small-game license and shoot them.

Biggest problem is children feeding them thinking they're dogs.  Brian Hodges added that he's found South end coyotes and he does hunting for hire.

There are no predators for coyote here, and they are helping reduce the deer population.

Sgt Jackson said they might consider "doe only" out here on the island.

To hunt coyote, it was recommended: shotgun with "coyote killer" shells (e.g., "Coyote Dead").  Rifle is illegal on the island.

If you are harassed by coyotes on your property, it's OK if you call Fish & Wildlife Dept after you've shot the coyote; you need a small-game license (year-round) to hunt coyote.

Hunting after dark is illegal on this island.

If confronted by hunters, Dustin said: be non-confrontational; say you've already had 5 people ask to hunt on your land this year and the quota has already been taken for this year.

Put up no trespass signs if you want any hope of prosecuting them.  Take a photo of the posted sign because some hunters will tear them down and then go in and hunt, claiming they didn't see any signs.

OLD BUSINESS:

- Stop Signs On Riviera Drive
This was tabled until we hear back from the County
NEW BUSINESS:
COMMITTEE  REPORTS: 
- Marine Electrical Cable Update
Nobody from Tanner was present so no report was given.
- AICAB Tidelands Committee Report
Jerry Johannes reported that there had been no meeting of the committee since the last AICAB meeting and he had nothing new to report.
- AICAB Ferry Committee Report 
[See attached report]
Joe Howells brought up the idea of fining or otherwise detracting people from leaving their cars and not returning in time for loading.
 ISSUES FROM THE FLOOR
Vega Bay report: Jerry Johannes reported that Quality of Life Committee’s Rick Anderson got a petition of neighbors or Vega Bay dock and that petition wasn't entered into evidence for the hearing examiner.

He stated that the QoL brought up the following reasons against allowing the new dock:

 - Siltation problems

 - Fetch

 - Water quality (shellfish advisory on Vega Bay right now due to pollution).

QoL asked hearing examiner for reconsideration and are waiting to see if that will happen.
The owners of the dock were present and refuted some of the claims that QoL has made, instead claiming that the size of the dock is small compared to the existing Oro Bay dock and that Oro Bay Yacht Clubs moored boats are dumping their gray water into the bay and that toilet paper and other things are washing up on these people’s dock.  Erik suggested that they work with the QoL to figure out how best to manage the effect of their dock on the bay and to investigate the problems they claim the Yacht Club is creating.
Adjournment
AICAB Firearms and Wildlife Committee: by Dave Jacobsen

The AICAB hosted a visit by Sergeant Ted Jackson and Officer Dustin Prater of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Enforcement Division.  Officer Prater, who works out of Steilacoom, is one of just two officers responsible for Mason, Kitsap and Pierce counties.  Officer Jeff Summit works out of Gig Harbor, but also covers Anderson Island as needed.

Sergeant Jackson and Officer Prater offered recommendations to Islanders for keeping hunting both safe and legal on the Island.  They also responded to a number of questions and concerns brought up by those in attendance.

The best way to access WDFW enforcement resources is through the State Patrol offices in Tacoma (253-536-6210) or Montesano (360-249-4628).  In an emergency, call 9-1-1 and advise the operator that it is a fish and wildlife issue.  You are strongly encouraged to report any suspected violations of fish or wildlife regulations to the WDFW.  Much of the enforcement success comes from piecing together a pattern of activity from multiple reports.  Fish and Wildlife Enforcement Officers work in close cooperation with Pierce County Deputy Sheriffs, particular in addressing trespass activity.  Private land owners are asked to provide their guest hunters with detailed written permission if guests will be hunting unaccompanied.  There will be an increased patrol presence on the Island this year focusing on poaching -- specifically night hunting, use of prohibited weapons (e.g. modern firearms), and waste of wildlife.

We are also asked to report our first-hand observations of unusual fish and wildlife activity, such as further black bear sightings on the Island.  It is believed that the bear or bears who visited Anderson Island first swam from Long Branch to McNeal Island.  They likely returned to Long Branch the same way.  It is very possible the bears will visit again.  As long as they don’t become a serious nuisance or threat, it is best to just let them be.  WDFW has had sporadic luck trapping and moving bears, but if necessary, hounds and other specially trained dogs can be used to round-up problem bears.  To minimize the chance of conflict with a bear, avoid leaving out attractants like pet food, unprotected garbage, or fallen tree fruit.   Never approach a bear.  Bears tend to avoid “human noise” (e.g. radio), and an effective deterrent is the sound of a loud, shrill whistle.   WDFW Officers also carry pepper spray when they expect to come in contact with bears.

The deer population appears healthy this year.  There are no signs of the “chronic wasting disease” – a pneumonia-like illness caused by a snail – seen in the recent past.  The coyote population in Western Washington is also exploding.  Feedback from the audience indicated that coyote numbers are also increasing on the Island.   Coyotes can carry a number of diseases, and can become aggressive when they lose their fear of humans.  Coyotes may be hunted with a small game hunting license.  Hunters are limited to the use of archery, shotgun or muzzleloader, as with big game on Anderson Island.  Beginning this year, dogs may not be used to hunt coyote.  Professional trappers can also be employed to reduce the excess population of coyotes.  More information on living with coyotes (and other wild animals) can be found on the WDFW website at http://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/living/mammals.htm.
AICAB FERRY COMMITTEE REPORT

September 11, 2009

 M/V Christine Anderson began the 6000 hour maintenance service on August 31, 2009 and ended on September 11, 2009 at 3:00 AM.

The M/V Christine Anderson per mandate from Coast Guard will go into dry dock as early as the latter part of February, 2010 but no later than the first week of April, 2010. During the dry dock period, the Rhododendron will substitute. During the dry dock, required maintenance will be completed and for those who find the temperature not to their liking, the HVAC system will be replaced.

We have not received the August performance report as yet. Pierce County is adding some items so publishing date will be a little later than normal.

We understand that Labor Day weekend finished with less traffic and apparently the weekend went smoothly.

The Reader board has added some items but still is not fully programmed. Eventually, the captain of the ferry will be able to change messages on the board.  If it is going to be late and the reason why; A revised schedule such as adding another run on holiday weekend or for some other reason. 

 Thanks to Ed Stephenson, we have the following clarification to the recent Rider Alert – Seasonal Rate Change in effect September 16, 2009. Please note:

The Non-Peak Season rate change for the Pierce County will begin September 16, 2009 and run through May 14, 2010.
RFP is being issued re the mechanical and hydraulic work on the dock. Estimated cost is estimated at $45,000. This will be funded by the stimulus monies.

2 cameras on Anderson Island are currently suffering vapor lock and are foggy. These would be other than the lane cameras. Warranty will cover the repair work.

The lease agreement between State of WA and Pierce County on the Steilacoom II is in final discussion. Should have by end of next week.  We do know that the Hi Yu has been removed as a backup.

Because of a breakdown of a truck and trailer combination on the 7:30 AM ferry the morning of September 14, 2009, questions have been raised. This breakdown caused a two hour delay. Commuters, school children, folks on their way to medical appointments and others were unnecessarily delayed. We hope that this incident will be fully investigated and appropriate action taken to avoid this type situation in the future.

