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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD




October 24, 2008

Sheriff Paul Pastor
930 Tacoma Avenue South
Tacoma, Washington 98402

Dear Sheriff Pastor,

As you know, the Pierce County Council has funded eleven Network Patrol Deputies (NPDs) for 2008 and 2009.  The fully-funded NPD position for Anderson Island is currently unfilled, while our community's need for one is greater than ever.  The Anderson Island Citizens' Advisory Board (AICAB) urgently requests that you fill the NPD position for Anderson Island right away.  Attached are petitions containing the signatures of close to 300 islanders, over 10% of the population, which demonstrate the concern here.


AICAB was formed by the County Executive four years ago to provide a means of collecting and communicating island concerns to the County as well as giving the County a single entity to which they can pass important information to the island.  At the October AICAB meeting, the Anderson Island Volunteer Island Patrol (formerly the AI Crime Task Force) brought the lack of an NPD on our island to the AICAB's attention.  That meeting was attended by over 100 people and many in that room, including District 6 County Councilmember Dick Muri, spoke of the need to return an NPD to our island right away.  Not one person in attendance spoke against having an NPD on Anderson Island, nor did any other islander in spite of the fact that each had received the meeting agenda in the mail and were encouraged to send in a speak-up form if unable to attend the meeting.

Travis Hoffman was our last NPD and he has been missed since the program was abandoned by your office on Anderson Island.  We have no police presence here, and, as a result, drug labs and other illegal activity can and will go unchecked.  Safety is our number one concern, and, in AICAB's opinion, patrols of the island do not improve the safety anywhere near as much as a dedicated NPD does.  If Travis Hoffman is available, we feel his knowledge of the island makes him the obvious first choice to fill the vacated NPD position on Anderson Island.

Please let us know what your plans are in this regard.

Thank you.  Sincerely,




Erik Hodge, Chair
AICAB
(253) 884-6545
CC: Dick Muri

Email CC: AICAB Members, Leslie Swalley, members of the Volunteer Island Patrol


