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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD




March 20, 2008

Jim Nolan, Director, Compliance

Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
1904 Third Avenue - Suite 105

Seattle, WA  98101
jimn@pscleanair.org
Dear Mr. Nolan,

The Anderson Island Citizens’ Advisory Board (AICAB) was formed by the County to create a clear means of communicating between islanders and others in the County and the State.  At our last meeting, we discussed the burn ban that is slated to begin on the island on July 1st of this year.  With the support of our Pierce County Councilmember Dick Muri, the AICAB voted unanimously on March 14th to ask that you please reconsider lifting the total ban here on the island, especially given wildfire safety concerns.

As you know from previous letters from us, our Fire Chief and his staff and many others on the island have expressed great concern that such a ban will result in a safety hazard here on the island.  Due to the high cost of hauling material off the island via the ferry boat, and the large number of unimproved forested lots here, there has been and continues to be illegal dumping of everything from appliances and furniture to yard waste and fallen tree material.  Without law enforcement on the island, we are having trouble preventing such things from happening and feel that improperly-disposed of land-clearing debris would pose a fire safety hazard here in the island’s woods.

I, personally, am all for improving the air that we all share, but I have become convinced that a burn ban here on the island will not pose a greater overall health risk than would the higher likelihood of a wildfire here on our mostly-forested island.
AICAB can best be reached via email at andersonaicab@yahoo.com, or via paper mail sent to AICAB Secretary Jim McLean at: 

    10911 Country Club Dr, Anderson Island, WA 98303

and cc me at my address:
    11003 Country Club DR, Anderson Island, WA 98303 .

Thank you for your consideration of our unique situation.

Sincerely,

Erik Hodge, Chair

AICAB

email cc: Dick Muri, Pierce County Councilmember, and Leslie Swalley, Assistant
email cc: Lynn Sykes, PSCAA Administrative Assistant II

email cc: AICAB members

email cc: AI Fire Chief Jim Bixler
