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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS' ADVISORY BOARD




Minutes of November 14th, 2008, AICAB Monthly Meeting

AICAB members present:

Erik Hodge, Chair

Ed Stephenson, Vice Chair

Anthony Tognazzini, Treasurer

Sunny Pepin, Secretary

David McGoldrick

Jim McLean

Dianne Avey

Dr. Charlene Holt

Dave Buchert

 (Allen Billett was unable to attend)

Erik called the meeting to order at 7 :05

Welcome guests:

  Dick Muri, Pierce County Councilmember, District 6, and Councilmember Assistant Leslie Swalley
  Allen Hodges, Vice Chair of the Pierce County Fire Arms Commission (FAC)

Adoption of Agenda
Erik moved to amend the agenda by adding an updated from the Community Planning Board to the end of the New Issues part of the agenda.  Dianne seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
Approval of October Meeting Minutes 

Ed moved and Jim seconded that the meeting minutes be approved.  All were in favor.
Treasurer’s Report - Anthony Tognazzini reported that the balance is $645.73.  Dick Muri asked what the total 2008 expenses were and said 2009 allocation for AICAB will be lower than in the past due to tight budgets.
Pierce County District 6 Report - Dick Muri

County is in budget negotiations right now.  The county will finish the year with a $5M deficit, to counter the $5M surplus last year.  County is at it’s minimum checking account balance.  They plan to cut out a lot of misc.  expenses and maintain the core programs.  The county is going to be running on a very tight budget.  There are funds that will be looked at through the landmark funds for the Historical Society.  Dick said he spoke again about Public Safety and Neighborhood Patrol Deputy (NPD) with Sheriff Paul Pastor, who said that, although the NPDs are fully funded, he has to fill patrol positions first and has more than 2 dozen to fill.  Sheriff Pastor does want to meet with the islanders; Erik said he would work with the Volunteer Island Patrol to determine when we should schedule him to speak to the island, likely at a near-future AICAB meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Hunting Rules and Regulations - Allen Hodges, Pierce County Fire Arms Commission (FAC)

Allen addressed misconceptions on the Island:

- The FAC will not create a no-shooting zone just because people don’t like hunting.  There has to be a proven threat to human safety before they will create such a zone.

- The Pierce County Law states that you need 500ft from structures and 1000ft from a school, while King County has only a 250ft setback from structures.  The State controls all hunting guidelines, the County does not have ultimate say as the State has preemption.  On Anderson Island you can hunt for either doe or buck, while on the mainland buck only.  If you have evidence of poaching, call 911 and the WSP will dispatch Fish & Wildlife.  Nobody likes a poachers and the best way to get someone to come out to the Island to do something about it would be if everybody called 911 to report poaching when they witness it.  Right now there are a handful of people who are repeatedly reporting lawbreakers, but Allen said the authorities are much more likely to come out and do something if they hear from a community of people.

Allen said that, in the coming years, we should expect more sea duck hunting due to loss of wetlands on the mainland due to development.

1877-933-9847 POACH HOTLINE.

Dick Muri said his office will pay for signage to post applicable hunting laws and an island map showing hunting/no-hunting zones.  The sign will state that hunting on the island is shotgun, muzzleloader, and archery only, and that you need property owner’s permission to hunt on private land, etc….

It was suggested from the floor that a sign be posted at the ferry ticket booth in Steilacoom so that hunters coming over to the island can be made aware, prior to buying a ferry ticket, that most of the island is private property and what the applicable hunting laws and zones are.  Allen Hodges said the FAC may have funds to cover that, and Dick Muri agreed that should be funded. 

AICAB COMMITTEE REPORTS

Ferry Committee Report - Jim McLean
Jim gave the following report, which also will appear in the next Sounder:

Approximately 10 days before the Christine Anderson came out of dry dock, I was given the opportunity to view the vessel and attend a meeting with the Pierce County reps, Hornblower reps and personnel from Pierce County’s project manager, Elliott Bay Marine. At that time, the attendees went over a list of the work items accomplished to date and to be accomplished. I listened as they went over each item and discussed the shipyards price (Todd) for the equipment, if any, and the labor. Like any rookie would have been, I was impressed. 

To share with you my expertise on this subject, I viewed the CA from the pilots' bridge, the decks were covered with equipment, supplies, probably some items to be carried away (never to be seen again) and a lot of unpainted areas. So I did a quick calculation and determined that the vessel would be ready for use, sometime in the Spring. They had said the end of October. No way! Guess what? I was wrong. 

One item that came up was a new alarm system. Good. We need something like that so there are no break ins or “b and e”s on our watch. There was going to be a delay in delivery, i. e. after the dry dock time. Well guess what, it was an alarm system for the engines that operate the vessel. Sunday night warnings flashed on the old system suggesting “oil” and “water level in the bilge” alerts. Although they later turned out to be faulty alerts, the Captain made a decision not to run the vessel until this challenge was checked out. Technical help was requested and the technician came down from Seattle and replaced the parts. I think decisions made on the cautious side are the better ones, don’t you? I would hate to be floating around the Puget Sound at night with no power. The new alarm system will be installed the week of November 9th, in the evening so as not to disrupt the schedule. 

I came over on the 7:30 PM ferry on Monday evening and the ferry crew were using light wands. This came from a suggestion of one our island residents. Sorry there are no prizes for suggestions but they are welcomed. However, great suggestion. 

One of our alert riders brought to our attention that the “Code of Conduct” was not included in the new ferry schedule. We brought this to the attention of Pierce County folks and were advised that they were to be posted on the ferry. Makes sense. 

Latest information on the new sign for the Steilacoom side suggests that the installation date will be sometime in March of 2009. 

The Steilacoom II is getting ready to go into dry dock and we understand that a pre-inspection by Pierce County indicates that Washington State is taking good care of our vessel. Maybe they will let us use it sometime. 

The following was provided us by Kendel Lyman and since it relates to our ferry and the crew, thought we should give it some space. Kudos to the crew. 

“Writing on behalf of the A.I. Voluntary Island Patrol, I wanted to let you know of the big thank you we all owe to the ferry crew these last few weeks, as they have been instrumental in alerting us to some of the vehicles driven over by the drive-by shooters and poachers. Thanks to the crew's watchfulness, we have been able to obtain and report license numbers to both the police and fish and wildlife officers. The whole island, especially those who have had to endure late-night shootings, owes a debt of gratitude to the ferry crew. 

Kendel Lyman” 

As many of you know, mats have been placed on the ramps on both Steilacoom and Anderson Island. These were in response to those having challenges with scraping undercarriages of their vehicles. Let us know if this solution is helping. 

I was on the 7:30 PM ferry on Monday evening. When we left Bellevue, I had my doubts we would arrive in time to catch that last ferry of the day. Well, traffic cooperated as did the HOL and we arrived in plenty of time. Once loaded and preparing to depart, the ferry crew noted two vehicles arriving late and they went up and unlocked the gates and allowed the vehicles to load. Another act of kindness needs to be recognized.
NEW BUSINESS

Update to 2008-2013 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
November 17: County Council review, and Nov 24: anticipated County Council adoption

David moved that the AICAB Ferry Committee hold public hearings in the next 60 days with information for the January AICAB meeting, related to the TIP and the Steilacoom II.  ??? seconded
Ed moved to amend Dave’s motion: to present the options that they see and the printed materials to the AICAB by the December 12th meeting.  Erik Seconded.

It was suggested that AICAB ask Toby Rickman to come out to the next AICAB meeting.  Erik agreed to do that.
All were in favor of the amendment to the motion. 
All were in favor of the motion, as amended.
Should the Speed Limit on Lake Josephine Drive Be Raised to 35mph?
For the sake of discussion, Erik moved that the AICAB recommend a raise in speed limit from 25mph to 35mph on the continuous arterial running from the North end of Lake Josephine Blvd, then as Lake Josephine Ave, then as 116th St, and finally as Lake Josephine Way.  David McGoldrick seconded for the point of discussion.
Erik said he put this on the agenda after hearing from several people who were in favor of this, that it wasn’t just one citizen’s proposal, so a hearing was needed.  Many were strongly against the motion, citing reasons for maintaining 25mph including: limited sight distance in may places, hills, curves, lack of sidewalks, and short back-out driveways.  One spoke for it saying it’s the only arterial on the island that isn’t 35mph and that many people already go that speed.
All were opposed.  Motion failed.
Community Planning Board (CPB) Plan - Anthony Tognazzini
Anthony handed out the CPB survey and plan to all AICAB members and to others who were interested. He said the December 3rd at 4pm CPB meeting will be with the Pierce County Planning Commission which he encouraged Islanders to attend.
Adjournment

Erik moved to adjourn, David McGoldrick seconded.  All were in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 9pm

