Min October 10th, 2008, AICAB Quarterly Meeting

All AICAB members were present:

Erik Hodge, Chair

Ed Stephenson, Vice Chair

Anthony Tognazzini, Treasurer

Sunny Pepin, Secretary

David McGoldrick

Jim McLean

Dianne Avey

Allan Billett

Dave Buchert

Dr. Charlene Holt

Call to Order @ 7 :02

Welcome guests:

  Dick Muri, Pierce County Councilmember, District 6

  David Moseley, WSDOT 

  Toby Rickman, Deputy Director, Pierce County Public Works

  Mike Escher, Pierce County Ferry Administrator

Welcome Newest AICAB Member Allan Billett
Adoption of Agenda   Sunny moved to adopt, Dave seconded.  All were in favor
Approval of September Meeting Minutes   changes have been made by Erik, David McGoldrick moved to approve the latest draft, Jim McLean seconded.  All were in favor.
Treasurer’s Report - Anthony Tognazzini   balance is $224.27

Pierce County and WSDOT Ferry Report 
Toby Rickman: talked about where we are with the dry docking.  Sept 24th was the first working day should be back by the end of October after the scheduled 27 working days.

David Moseley: he really appreciates the county and the island for our patience and support.  He used to be the town admin for Steilacoom.  They are operating the largest ferry system in the country without a back-up.  He is very empathetic to not having all of the ferries up and running, but said this is the situation we all have to live with until the new ferries for the state are ready (two 64 car ferries).  Ferries won’t be ready until 2010 (late spring).  At least two bids are expected in early November to build the ferries and it’s scheduled to take 18 months to build.  In the mean time, the State will make sure that our route always has a boat.

Q&A then followed with many questions and statements from islanders.

Ferry Committee Report by Jim McLean, AICAB F.C. Chair

Jim said he has started to pick up steam after 3 months with the new ferry admin.  We inherited a ferry contract that is unavoidable.  It is what it is, and he said we need to be patient and we are working together the best we can.  The ferry committee has quarterly meetings with Public works and Jim has been over there twice this week.  We hope to have the Christine Anderson back by the end of the month.  The AICAB Ferry Committee met with the state on Thursday and Friday and we had a schedule.  There was little communication from Public Works initially and the triangle trip to Ketron, they still say, is unavoidable for the 5:10 and won’t be reversed in direction during the current dry docking.  Spring will bring new signage to the Steilacoom side to give more info.  Line cutting still remains an issue; if line cutting continues they may extend monitoring service throughout the day.

There is a complaint about how the ferry is being unloaded (without uniformity).  We may get a new ferry unloading technique upon conversation.  They say that they unload front to back instead of the usual one-lane-at-a-time to keep the deck of the ferry level with the loading ramp.  The unscheduled trips to Ketron have to do with emergency services and they say the Sheriff’s office calls them and says to go pick someone up there and they aren’t in a position to question the Sheriff’s judgment.  We need to take this up with the Sheriff if we feel that any particular special trip to Ketron was not, actually, an emergency.  Lastly, we may need to conduct a rider survey to get island authorship into the day-to-day operations for the ferry.

More Q & A  

Pierce County District 6 Report - Dick Muri   
Dick showed the new county budget in the works and the cover page is a picture of the Steilacoom II heading north under the Narrows Bridge.   Planning and Land Service will be having some layoffs, and some positions that were never filled will be eliminated while some other employees will be placed in other county jobs.  Get applications in for conservation futures and landmark grants. 

Tidelands Committee Report: NO REPORT 

NEW BUSINESS

Reinstating a Neighborhood Patrol Deputy (NPD) for Anderson Island   
The County Council has funded eleven NPDs for 2008 & 2009.  Regardless, the Sheriff has discontinued the program, abandoning Anderson Island in particular.  An NPD would get to know the island and would do the research of island problems such as the drug labs and other incidents, and would help guide the Anderson Island Crime Task Force (AICTF) in its efforts.

DISCUSSION: Mr. Muri discussed this with Sheriff Pastor.  The Sheriff’s Dept is currently down 35 deputies, but Mr. Muri said this is a good time to be hiring.  They need public safety officials, and usually the place they find help is correctional officers.  Dick requested that the Sheriff assign Anderson Island an NPD right away since it’s in the budget already.

Erik moved to send a letter to Paul Pastor demanding that we get a fully funded NPD.  Dave Buchert seconded the motion.  

Ed made a comment that we are looking for anti-crime not just “patrol”.  We would request that Travis Hoffman return as our NPD.

Anthony stated that we have a terrible time getting criminals from the island prosecuted.  The task force will be available for house checks, etc., but they will be suspending a lot of their activities.  The task force has changed; its new name is “Volunteer Island Patrol”.

Dave Galentine’s recommendation is for AICAB to write a letter that says that AICAB supports the Volunteer Island Patrol’s petition.  Travis Hoffman knows the island the best and knows the usual suspects.  

Mr. Muri said he isn’t the only councilperson who is concerned about the Sheriff’s office not supplying the NPDs as the budgeted by the Council.

Motion carried: all were in favor.

OLD BUSINESS

Electric Vehicles on AI Roads   
Erik presented a recap of last month’s meeting discussion on this and broke down the two issues that this really is:

1. Should street-legal electric vehicles be allowed on AI roads without a vehicle license?  Currently owners of these vehicles would save about $100/year if that were allowed.  The question is: would more people own and operate these vehicles on the island if that yearly licensing fee were waved?

2. Should non-street-legal electric vehicles, such as golf carts, be allowed on our roads without a vehicle license?  If so, would they have to have the triangle reflectors and flashing lights that tractors and other farm vehicles currently do to go on public roads?

Erik also pointed out the State’s legal wording that allows for communities under 3000 people to give the above sort of exemptions specifies several things that do not fit our particular circumstances.  Erik then called for the motion.

 No motion was made.
Review of Hunting Rules and Regulations 

Erik explained that the idea of making the whole island off limits to hunting (banning the discharge of firearms) would not be possible without the agreement of all land owners.  Erik also explained that those who do not want hunters on their land should post “No Hunting” signs at entry points to their land.

The Pierce County Council created the Firearms Advisory Commission (FAC) through the adoption of Ordinance 2004-72s on December 7, 2004, and AICAB plans to have someone from the FAC come to a near-future AICAB meeting to speak and answer questions.
Application for Dock Permit in Vega Bay referred to AICAB from Quality of Life Committee

The dock is proposed to go out 250 feet into Vega bay.  The Quality of Life Committee would like to formally oppose the dock.

David McGoldrick moved to have AICAB cosign a letter with the Quality of Life Committee opposing the Cole-Zabrrowski application for a 250 foot dock.

Charlene seconded the motion

7 yes, 2 abstain, motion carried.

Diane moved to adjourn. Erik seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.
