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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS' ADVISORY BOARD




September 2008 AICAB Monthly Meeting

Sept 12th at: 7:00 p.m., at the Anderson Island Community Club
AICAB members present:

Erik Hodge, Chair

Anthony Tognazzini, Treasurer

Sunny Pepin, Secretary
Charlene Holt
David McGoldrick

Dianne Avey

Dave Buchert

AICAB members absent:

Ed Stephenson, Vice Chair

Jim McLean

Randy Anderson

Adoption of Agenda
Sunny moved to adopt agenda as presented, Erik seconded, all were in favor.
Approval of August Meeting Minutes

Erik moved to approve latest minutes, Dianne Avey seconded, all were in favor.
Treasurer’s Report - Anthony Tognazzini

Bank Balance on 9/11/08: $650.45

Pending Pierce County claims: $135.99

Total due: (receipt 9/11/08): $135.99
Ferry Committee Report
Erik Hodge read the following prepared report submitted by Jim McLean, AICAB F.C. Chair:
September 10, 2008 

AICAB Ferry News 

No news is good news, it would seem. Labor Day Weekend came and went without any negative incidents being reported. The Hiyu was located at Steilacoom dock in the event of operational difficulties or severe traffic. Neither occurred. Did the cost of gas and poor weather deter the crowds of yesteryear? 

Proposals for Coast Guard required maintenance are due on the 12th of September. Pierce County folks will review and award the contract. Anderson Island ferry riders should know soon when Christine Anderson replaced by Rhododendron. We should have the Rhody for about 2 weeks, at which time the Rhody will be replaced by Steilacoom II. (Still on track for late September). 

It has been brought to our attention that light(s) are missing from the info board on the Steilacoom side. We have been told that there is a parts availability challenge. Pierce County has scheduled an October installation of a replacement sign. 

It has been suggested that when loading ‘directional light wands’ be used by the ferry personnel during our ‘hard to see’ times. Pierce County is currently considering these type of lights. (Who knows, it may save a ferry employee or two). 

A rumor was brought to our attention that the RR (Burlington Northern Santa Fe) was considering adding a third rail. From what we have learned, this is a long term goal and it will be several years, if ever, before the construction starts. However, we will stay on top of this rumor. 

Jim McLean 
Chair, AICAB Ferry Committee

Two issues were brought up by audience members for the Ferry Committee to consider taking up with the County:

1. on-line purchasing does not allow one to buy multiple different types of tickets in one purchase, e.g., you can’t but a car & driver and a passenger ticket in the same purchase.

2. The 3:10 ferry unload & load period very often conflicts with the changing of the guards and other McNeil Island prison workers.  The problem is many of those prison workers do not obey the crosswalks and block vehicle traffic for several minutes, causing that ferry often to leave late.

Dave McGoldrick moved that the AICAB send a letter to Mike Escher of Pierce County, and to cc Toby Rickman and Dick Muri, advising of the problem of McNeil Island prison employees not using the designated walkway.  Erik seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6 aye, 0 no.

Tidelands Committee Report - Jerry Johannes, T.C. Chair
Jerry spoke about the topic of last month’s AICAB meeting, namely the application to construct a dock in Vega Bay and how it’s longer and in some cases wider than allowed for that fetch.  The Quality of Life committee, David McGoldrick added, will be having a meeting on Sept 22 at 7 or 7:30 to address this and other concerns.  Jerry then addressed the first issue under new business, the recent McNeil Island of untreated sewage discharge, so we moved on to that topic.  
OLD BUSINESS (None)
NEW BUSINESS
Dept of Health and Other Agency Communications with Anderson Island

The August incident at McNeil Island of untreated sewage discharge into Puget Sound, and the slow and limited notification of it to AI by the State and County health departments was discussed.  Comments made included: Perhaps Federal law(s) were broken due to delay and/or lack of notification of the problem.  It is Jerry’s understanding that 7 days passed with the state workers’ knowledge of the discharge before an effort to contact Anderson Islanders was made.  Solutions proposed included: posting emergency health issues on the Store readerboard, on the Anderson Island Community Club sign, on the AIA’s sign by the ferry dock, and having the DOH set up a contact with the AI Fire Department since the AIFD handles health-related emergencies on the island.  It was suggested that Chuck Hinds be contacted to get more information on the details of the sewage spill.  Erik will contact Chuck and state agencies involved.
Electric Vehicles on AI Roads

The original topic proposed was whether or not electric vehicles, including golf carts, be allowed on our roads without vehicle licensing.  After much discussion, it was determined that allowing golf carts on the roads unlicensed would not be a good idea as they don’t have the proper warning lights and other safety features, and their generally slow top speed would likely cause traffic problems on major arterials.  The discussion was tabled until next AICAB meeting at which more islanders will be able to have a chance to participate in the discussion.
Review of Hunting Rules and Regulations on AI
Erik presented his findings on hunting related to Anderson Island: only three weapons are allowed, and each has specific seasons for specific game: muzzle loaders, shotguns, and archery equipment.  The state does not allow hunting within The Riviera boundaries, and there is no hunting within 500 feet of a human-occupied structure, and none within 1000 feet of a school.  Rifles are illegal as is shooting across a road.  A road does not, as rumor had it, count as a human- occupied structure.  David McGoldrick cited on-going (year over year) problems with mainlanders coming to the island and hunting on private lands without permission.
David McGoldrick moved that AICAB ask our District 6 County Councilmember Dick Muri and his assistant Leslie Swalley to provide to us the procedure for getting rid of hunting on Anderson Island.  Charlene Holt seconded.  Motion carried 6 aye, 0 nay, and 1 abstention.

Erik and Dave Buchert each mentioned they know of islanders who hunt legally on their own land or with permission on others’ properties who would not want a total ban.  The information we get from the County on the procedure for implementing a ban will be presented at the next AICAB meeting.  Erik said he would look into the possibility of property-owner exemptions from a hunting ban for those property owners with land large enough to allow legal hunting under the current rules.
The agenda gave out the following information:

GoHunt, Wa Dept. of Fish and Wildlife's (WDFW's) mapping info site: 
  http://wdfw.wa.gov/mapping/gohunt/ 
Hunting seasons (2008-2009):

  http://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/game/seasons.htm 
Firearm discharge and shooting regulations for Pierce County: 
  www.co.pierce.wa.us/xml/services/home/property/pals/pdf/pcfirearmregs.pdf 
Pierce County land-use maps:

  http://triton.co.pierce.wa.us/MapGallery/index.cfm
ISSUES FROM THE FLOOR

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Draft of proposed 2009-2022 14-Year Ferry Program, a.k.a. “14-Year Plan”, to be given a public hearing by the Pierce County Council on September 22nd.  That date is still tentative as of today, 9/12.
Fort Lewis looking into possible future testing of High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems.

Public meeting: 6-9pm 9/16 at Lacey Community Center, 6729 Pacific Ave. S.E., Lacey.

http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/military/story/474501.html
AI Community Planning Board will have an open house on November 1st, a Thursday.

Charlene mentioned that the Riviera has a new General Manager, Thomas Reber, who starts on September 22nd.
Adjournment
Dave Buchert moved that we adjourn, David McGoldrick seconded, motion carried 6-0.
