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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS' ADVISORY BOARD




Meeting of the Anderson Island Citizens’ Advisory Board

Friday, May 9, 2008

Anderson Island Community Clubhouse

Meeting was called to order @ 7pm by the AICAB Chair, Erik Hodge
AICAB Members in Attendance:

(From audience left to right): Dr. Charlene Holt, Secretary Jim McClean, Vice Chair Ed Stephenson, Chair Erik Hodge, Diane Avey, Dave McGoldrick, Treasurer Anthony Tognazzini, Sunny Pepin (filling in as Recording Secretary for this meeting)

Members Absent: Randy Anderson

Welcome Guests

Dick Muri, Pierce County Councilmember, District 6

Jim Nolan, Director of Compliance, Puget Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA)

Jim Bixler, AI Fire Chief

Welcome new AICAB Member:

Welcome Dr. Charlene Holt.  She was nominated by the Riviera and she is filling the remainder of the term vacated by Linda Buix.
Adoption of Agenda:

Erik moved to amend the agenda to move the three ferry issues to follow one after another.  Ed second the motion.

Vote recorded: All were in favor of adopting the agenda as amended.
Approval of April Meeting Minutes:

Erik moved to approve the April meeting minutes, Sunny Seconded.
Vote recorded: All were in favor.
Treasurer’s Report - Anthony Tognazzini
Dick Muri’s District 6 Report:
- A Performance Audit of the Superior Court system by Performance Audit Committee and the Justice Management Institute is showing results.  The back log of 2,500 cases is now down to 1,980 cases with a interim goal of 1,500.  Normal back log is about 1,100.  The back log costs us more than a million dollars per year in extra local jail costs.

 

- Muri has been selected as the Cochairman of the new criminal justice committee.  The main thrust of the committee is to make recommendations to the county council by 1 August on jail operations with a focus on the types of incarceration options.

 

- Muri has been selected as the Pierce County Representative to the newly formed Law & Justice sub committee.  This committee was formed this year by the state legislature.  Our job is to coordinate and approve the placement in our county of non Pierce County felons coming out of the state prison system.  Our county has been to often the place where work release and other felons are placed from other areas of the state.  With a 43% recitivism rate, it has caused our crime numbers to increase in Pierce County these past two decades.  We now have a process to stop the "dumping" of felons into our county and it's systems.

 

- Lane jumping: Dick Muri asked that we report (preferably by e-mail) the license number of vehicles we see doing that.  He can pass that on to the Sheriff's department who hopefully can notify the person by mail.

 

- County is purchasing the land approved by the council for conservation with the Cascade Land Conservancy.  The Anderson Island property, the Saltar's Point 18 acre property and the Ward Lake property in Lakewood are in various stages of purchase this year.  The 21 acres know as the Dr Ken Davis property near Carlson Bay should close this Summer.

 

Permanent Burn Ban on Land Clearing Effective July 1st, 2008:

Jim Nolan is the Director of Compliance with the Clean Air Agency (King, Pierce, Kitsap, and Snohomish Counties)

Jim Nolan presented the following:

- July 1st, 2008, is when land clearing burning will banned.
- Land Clearing Burning means large development piles and does not apply to residential burning of branches and such in a small 3-foot-by-3-foot-by-4-foot or smaller pile.
Residential Burning = yard debris, not stumps.
- Jim said he toured the island with Dick Muri and Erik Hodge and he agrees there are no good alternatives to burning for residential debris on our island.
- The PSCAA is working with all the fire departments to determine what the permitting guidelines should be for non-land-clearing fires.
Jim Nolan then answered many questions from citizens, including making it clear that the proposed ban on residential burning, that would have gone into effect in 2010, has been abandoned and will not become law.
Anderson Island Park & Recreation District (AIP&RD) Request for County Land:

Presentation by Carol Paschal, Chairman of AIP&RD.  She showed a map of the current Cammon Park land, which includes the school and play fields, and showed the requested addition to that park: thirty acres running along the west side of the existing park, with trails along most of the north part, and parking lots in the southern part.

Carol also mentioned that the bathroom project at the Old Swimming Hole Park is still in permit with the county, but some progress is being made.  Dick Muri helped get the process moving along within the County.
Carol said that, in 1970, the County donated 40 acres to the AIP&RD that became the land on which the school is built and the land on which the Jane Cammon Trail was made.  Park Commissioner Rick Anderson came up with the idea of adding land for parking after the lack of good parking for events and the trails has become such a big problem of late. Carol asked that the AICAB support the AIP&RD’s request of the County to donate 30 acres of their land west of the Jane Cammon Park to the AIP&RD.

Ed requested that we withdraw the general motion that was tabled last month, and to change the motion to be more specific.

Erik withdrew his April meeting motion to support the AIP&RD’s request.

Erik made the following motion, reading Ed Stephenson prepared motion:
That the Anderson island Citizens Advisory Board hereby endorses the Anderson Island Park & Recreation District’s request to Pierce County for a donation of 30 acres of property adjacent to Cammon Field.  This property would be used for the existing walking and biking trails and to develop parking for the Anderson Island Elementary School.

Ed seconded the motion.
Dave McGoldrick discusses, and asks if the School District has a say in the use of the land that they are leasing from the AIP&RD since the proposal includes adding a driveway and parking behind (north of) the school buildings.  Carol said she would get the School District to answer that and will ask them to also send a letter of endorsement of this request for additional land.

Vote recorded: All were in favor.
Proposed By-Law Change to Include a Section on AICAB’s Standing Committees:

Erik moved to table his proposed By-Law addition citing the fact that it has only been 28 days since the proposal was put forth and the By-Laws themselves stipulate that 30 days must pass before a proposed change to the By-Laws can be made.

Ed seconded the motion.

Vote recorded: All were in favor.
AICAB Ferry Committee Report:
Ed gave his ferry report:
Peak season ferry ticket rates are in effect as of May 15. This summer the ferry operator plans to increase the time that a loading aide will be present in the Steilacoom loading area to provide rider information and direct vehicle loading during peak times. They also intend to have an officer on-board the ferry for a limited trial basis during peak times, which will issue citations for infractions of county and coast guard regulations. The county is asking that we give priority to purchasing tickets on-line or at the Island General Store kiosk (and you can help by cutting or folding down the size of tickets printed on-line to something the ticket taker can handle with his free hand). They are again requesting that everyone turn off vehicle lights at night while boarding the ferry, and during very low tide periods check with the dock before loading longer vehicles (trailers, RVs, low slung cars, etc) since they may be denied boarding due to severe ramp angles. 

New "No Parking" signs will be erected at the Steilacoom loading lanes. After they are in place, the ferry operator will be authorized to immediately tow vehicles left unattended in the loading lanes if they obstruct ferry loading. The planned electronic Readerboard for the Steilacoom dock area has been approved and should be in place by November 2008. It will be integrated with a new ferry tracking system, which will allow riders in the loading lanes to have the latest information on ferry schedules and more. 

The state has requested that the county allow it to continue the lease of one of the county ferries until 2010 while they have a more suitable vessel built. The county is in the process of negotiating new terms and conditions for the extended lease which will likely include a swap of the ferries so that the newer Steilacoom II could be permanently returned to Anderson Island service in September 2008, when the Christine Anderson goes into drydock for repairs and upgrades. Ferry committee recommended conditions for the lease were approved by AICAB at its May meeting. Questions concerning the lease or any of the planned changes can be emailed to aiferry@hotmail.com . 

Citizen Proposal to the County to Retain the Life Rafts on the Steilacoom II when it is returned from the State:
Ed explained the reasoning by the County for removing the life rafts from both ferries.  The primary reasons are cost and the absence of a Coast Guard requirement.  The citizen proposal died due to lack of a motion by the board.
Ferry Committee’s Proposed Letter to Pierce County Regarding Change in Ferry Lease Agreement With the State:

Dave had previously sent to all AICAB members a draft of his letter, and handed out copies to the other attendees.  Discussion ensued, with much said in support of the letter.  The poll asking islanders which ferry they’d rather have after the September drydocking did not take place so all agreed that should be removed from the letter.

Dave moved that AICAB send the letter to Toby Rickman and Mike Esher recommending the County make specific requests when renegotiating the lease of one of the Pierce County ferries.

Erik seconded the motion 

Vote recorded: All were in favor

Issues from the Floor:
There were none.
Announcements:
Pierce Transit schedule has been altered to be more in line with the Ferry schedule during some peak runs.  Those changes will begin June 1st.

Adjournment:

Erik moved for adjournment, Ed seconded.
Vote recorded: All were in favor.

