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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD




AICAB Quarterly Meeting

December 14, 2007

Community Clubhouse      Anderson Island, Washington

Welcome

Meeting was called to order @ 7:10pm by Vice Chair Ed Stephenson

Members present:  Dianne Avey, Marshel Ivie, David McGoldrick, Jim McLean (Secretary), Sunny Pepin, Ed Stephenson (Vice Chair), Anthony Tognazzini (Treasurer)

Excused:  Randy Anderson, Linda Buix, Erik Hodge (Chair)

Welcome special guests

Special guests:  Senator Mike Carrell, Rep. Troy Kelley, Rep. Tami Green, all of the 28th Legislative District
Kathleen Merryman from Tacoma News Tribune 

Dave moved to adopt agenda, seconded by Diane

Vote: All were in favor

December AICAB meeting minutes adopted, moved by Dave and seconded by Anthony

Treasurer’s report by Anthony

Ferry Committee Report by Dave M.  From the Jan 10th quarterly ferry meeting with the county:  We are losing the Steilacoom II ferry to the state of Wa.  The Christine Anderson is in the midst of sea trials.  Beginning Jan 12 the Christine Anderson will be back in operation for the residents of AI and Ketron.  The county is negotiating the loan of the ferry with the state.  Almost all of the proposal is being accepted, working it’s way through the attorneys now.  Any modifications need to be paid for by the State.  The state is making improvements to the radar, draft and life rafts.  Anytime our ferry is out of service we will get the Steilacoom II back (including drydocking etc)  Seven days a week there will be a mechanic on call to repair the ferries if one engine stops working.  The Hiyu is being sent to the San Juans for inter-island service to help with their needs.  When the Steilacoom II returns it will be dry docked for inspection.  Because of the depreciation situation we will get $500,000 in excess funds that will be dedicated to the ferry.  It was thought that this money would go to reduce the ferry rates while the state uses the boat.  It may be up to the AICAB to figure out what to do with the money.  The state is paying for every hour that the boat is in use ($20/hour) to cover any unforeseen wear and tear.  The boat is capable of operation in the rough waters in the northern sound.  The boat will be operated more heavily then when it is used in Steilacoom Bay.  Ferry Committee is asking for more seating in Christine Anderson but there will be no increase at this time (county expense).   Toby Rickman assured the committee that a copy of the lease agreement will be forwarded along.  The Steilacoom II should be back in 18 months.  There is a mutual assistance agreement between the county and the state.  The coastguard is requiring that four more state ferries be taken to dry dock to be repaired.  There isn’t enough dry dock space available for all the ferries that need to be built and repaired.  

There is a lack of communication between the ferry committee and the county. Ed receives many emails and calls.  There is money being spent to improve communication such as reverse text message service.   We cannot rely on calling the store or the ferry dock.  The County may install a reader board on the Steilacoom side that would explain any problems with the ferry.  

Peter Seto believes that it is urgent that we communicate what we want to do with the surplus funds.

Mike stated that he thinks that the ferry workers should be kept honest.

Charlene states that she is concerned with proper insurance coverage from the state while the boat is being used and no liability can fall upon Pierce County.

“What will happen if our ferry sinks?”  Answer: “ they will build a new one!”

OLD BUSINESS
Geoduck farming on Anderson Island
DNR provided a 34 page packet that was delivered in a non-downloadable form and asked if we could print off the pages.

Jerry Johannes, Anderson Island Tidelands Committee Chair: discusses the building of the phone and email tree, asking the Audubon Society to come out in Feb to talk about birds.  The third thing that committee is doing is trying to find out what birds, wildlife, fish, they will need help documenting what we have on our shores.

Senator Mike Carrell:  Believes that geoduck farming issues came quickly not only to Anderson island but to a lot of people.  He has two bills that he is going to distribute to the audience.  He states that Taylor Shellfish was open to the idea of researching the area that DNR allows the farming.  The first bill:  “They must only do it once” then they have to have a study that is for a decade.  We need good science to back up allowing shellfish farming.  “DNR if you want to do this, maybe think about doing this at McNeil Island”…then he tore up the bill because DNR said that there won’t be any geoduck farming on Anderson Island!  There was an uproar from the audience.  The citizens of Anderson Island treated the dept professionally and were nice.  The first bill relating to science will still be pushed through.  Mike believes that this is how government should really work…to “stick our necks out”. The goal should be preservation for future generations and geoduck production shouldn’t be exempt.   The state reps are pleased with this outcome.  This is a win for the people of the area south of the Narrows.  

M.Johnson from treble point—speaking for all of the neighbors, “thank you for all of your support in stopping the geoduck farming on such a beautiful beach”.

“Why have any experimentation at all? Can’t we just research existing farms?”
Sen Carroll:  Anderson Island is off the list.

Rep Troy Kelley - “the house has agreed to support the above bills.  We need to pay attention to what is going on with this issue.”  He also received confirmation from DNR and read it aloud.   “We have to pay attention to what is going on with the agencies.  The key is being involved in the community.”

Rep Tami Green - “It is important to emphasize how this happened…she read a portion of an email, another aspect of what makes Anderson Island unappealing is the use of the public beach…this is an example of all levels of government working.”

Ed suggests patting your neighbor on the back for a job well done.

DNR wants to test in the south sound so again it would most likely be McNeil Island.  We need to take “off the list” one day at a time, or one session at a time”

Bart Graff speaks about the seals, eagles and small life and the recovery of wildlife after the storm.  Bart gives an emotional speech about protecting our beliefs and symbolism of our island.

Earl Gordon talks about his folks moving here in 1944 on Amsterdam Bay.  He has witnessed the depletion of sea-life.

Leanne Farrell wants acknowledgement of Jerry Johannes for his efforts to stop geoduck farming.

NEW BUSINESS

Anthony discusses the ban of burning and clearing land.  To clear a standard Riv lot will be 7k-10k to clear because it has to leave the island to a landfill.
Official details:

Proposed Rule Change being proposed for King, Pierce, and Snohomish Counties:

· Beginning July 1, 2008, no more burning of land-clearing debris.

· Beginning July 1, 2010, no more burning of residential yard waste.
State law requires the phase out of outdoor burning when alternatives are available because:

· Wood smoke is a health hazard and a nuisance.   See:  www.pscleanair.org/actions/outdoorfires
· Fires are dangerous and can spread.

· Responses to smoke complaints tie up fire department resources intended for 911 responses.

More information: http://www.pscleanair.org/actions/outdoorfires/rule_change.aspx

ISSUES FROM THE FLOOR

Ed relates that Peter Seto wanted the AICAB to consider using the $ from the Steilacoom II rental to the state for a rate decrease or for something else.  We will put it on the agenda for the next meeting.

John Mollan made a comment that we are a motivated group especially for our size.
Dave motions to adjourn Sunny seconds, all were in favor.
Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.
