To:   Dick Muri, Councilmember District 6                                October 13, 2007

Pierce County Council

Re: Pierce County Ferry System

Dear Mr. Muri:

Many residents and property owners on Anderson Island use a pickup truck as their personal vehicle.  The length of some of these vehicles is very slightly over the limit for the first category of ferry fares (vehicles up to and including 20 foot length).  Currently, any vehicle over the 20-foot limit, even by only a few inches, pays more than double the 20 foot fare during the peak season.  It is grossly unfair to require a vehicle only a few inches over the 20-foot limit to pay nearly twice as much when it takes up little or no additional space on the ferry.

Personal pickups have traditionally been allowed passage on the ferry at the same fare as automobiles.  Until 2002, a distinction was made between private and commercial vehicle fares and allowed personal pickups the same status as automobiles without any limit on length.  After that year, the segregation of commercial vehicles was discontinued and fare categories by vehicle length established.  Until the middle of 2007, personal pickups were permitted passage on the ferry at the automobile category fare.  Subsequent to that, the fare requirement has been very inconsistent, with some pickups paying the lower 20-foot and under fare and some required to pay nearly twice as much for the same vehicle length.  The methods used for estimating the length of the vehicles have varied, with questionable accuracy.

At its October 12, 2007, meeting, the Anderson Island Citizens Advisory Board (AICAB) passed a motion to recommend to Pierce County Commissioners that:

the maximum vehicle length for the lowest category of vehicle fares be changed from the currently stated “up to and including 20 feet“ to “less than 21 feet.”

This change would put most private pickup trucks in the same fare category now available to automobiles.

The members of AICAB and residents of Anderson Island wish to thank you for your consideration in this matter and look forward to the establishment of a more equitable fare structure.

Yours truly,

Erik Hodge, Chair

AICAB

