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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD




AICAB Quarterly Meeting

December 14, 2007
Community Clubhouse      Anderson Island, Washington

Welcome

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by Vice Chair/Secretary Erik Hodge, who also is serving as Chair through December 2007 since Chair Debbie Lowe’s term expired on October 1.
Members present:  Randy Anderson, Dianne Avey, Erik Hodge, Marshel Ivie, David McGoldrick, Jim McLean, Ed Stephenson
Excused:  Linda Buix, Sunny Pepin, Anthony Tognazzini (Treasurer)
Erik stated that a quorum is present.

Introductions – Erik welcomed County Councilmember Dick Muri, Senator Mike Carrell, 28th Legislative District, and Toby Rickman, Deputy Director, Pierce County Public Works and Utilities
Erik also welcomed Guest Speakers:

Bill Dewey, Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Association and Taylor Shellfish

Sarah Dzinbal, DNR’s Assistant Division Manager (Operations), Aquatic Resources

Laura Hendricks, President, Henderson Bay Shoreline Association

Erik asked the speakers to introduce themselves and to mention their areas of responsibility, and to introduce others who accompanied them.  Also attending were Bill Taylor, President, Taylor Shellfish, and Brian Phipps, Geoduck Project Manager.  Taylor Shellfish is based in Shelton and sells Molluscan shellfish, Manila clams, geoducks, oysters, and mussels.  The company has 12 farms, with locations in Canada, Mexico, Fiji, and Kona, Hawaii, and a distribution office in Hong Kong.  Currently they have geoduck farms in North Hood Canal, Skagit Bay, and here in the South Sound.  They are proposing a site at Treble Point, one of the only sandy (and public) beaches on Anderson Island.

Taylor Shellfish is a family-owned business which has operated for more than forty years, with environment a high priority, and especially water quality.  They have worked with legislatures at the federal, state, and local levels and environmental groups, such as the People for Puget Sound, the Puget Sound Keeper Alliance, and the Puget Sound Restoration Fund.  
Also attending from DNR was Richard Doenges, Manager of the Aquatic Resources Division.  The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) manages over 2 million acres of state-owned aquatic lands-- all the bedlands of Puget Sound, navigable rivers, lakes, and other waters.  Referred to throughout the evening was DNR’s “Four Plus One” operating policy:
1.  Promote public use and access

2.  Ensure environmental protection

3.  Foster water dependent use

4.  Utilize renewable resources

+1 Generate revenue in a manner consistent with the other guidelines
Although a study was authorized by the legislature, it did not allocate any money to conduct the study.  DNR was able to find a commercial enterprise (Taylor Shellfish) who would front the money for the study of the environmental impact of geoduck farming in Puget Sound.  Once the geoduck is harvested (estimated to be 5-6 years), the money would be split between Taylor Shellfish and DNR.  The DNR monies would go toward supporting other environmental endeavors throughout the State of Washington.  DNR assured us that this is a scientific study and they will monitor it, and perform tests and analysis.
Laura Hendricks is the co-founder and president of Henderson Bay Shoreline Association, which is focused on aquaculture industry regulation and science required for new, “intensive methods” prior to any further expansion.  She is very concerned about the proposed Anderson Island project, having seen the debris from other similar projects in Henderson Bay and Case Inlet.  She pointed out that this is a commercial, industrial project in a residential neighborhood!  She is an advocate and lobbyist on behalf of the environmental community regarding aquaculture.  This is an all-volunteer organization of concerned citizens.  She has just spent three days in hearings with Taylor Shellfish regarding a permit.  Laura said that Taylor Shellfish contend that they do not need a permit in Pierce County on privately-owned land and that there is little or no impact from these farms in Puget Sound.
Adoption of Agenda

It was moved by Ed and seconded by Jim that the proposed agenda be adopted.  

Approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report

Anthony Tognazzini is out of town, but reported to Erik by phone that with about two weeks remaining in this fiscal year, we have about $150 in our account.  
Pierce County District 6 Report - Dick Muri, Pierce County Council Member

Dick reported that the Council passed the budget Nov. 20.  The following funding for Anderson Island was approved:
$5,000 – for Community Clubhouse for repairs, which include footings for this building.

$5,000 – Historical Society for barns and roofs
$3,500 -- AICAB annual allocation

$16,000 for Crime Task Force, of which $10,000 is allocated to be used for hiring of sheriffs for holidays and other times when a lot of people are expected at the Island.

Dick reported that the audit report highlighting issues regarding drug rehab was reported on 60 Minutes.  Dick said he had been interviewed by them at length, very little of which was reported nationally.  He jested that he has had his 10 seconds of fame.  The final hearing is January 29, and it is far-reaching.
Erik thanked Councilmember Muri for his report.

AICAB Ferry Committee Report - Ed Stephenson (Committee Chair)
Ed reported that at the November 15 meeting of the County Committee of the Whole, Dick presented an amendment to the ordinance requesting a change of the vehicle length which reads “up to and including 20 feet” to now read “under 21 feet.”  This was also supported by Toby Rickman, and it passed unanimously.  This is something many Islanders had requested due to their personal family vehicle being slightly larger than 20 feet, and they are now being charged nearly twice the fare with the ferry crew carefully monitoring vehicle lengths.  The Ferry Committee greatly appreciates their support in requesting and supporting this change, which will be effective January 1, 2008.  The new ferry fares will be effective for two years, although more about ferry fares will be reported later in this meeting by Dick Muri.
We have some favorite problems which are getting more attention and e-mail continues to grow.  Ticketing - Toby and Ed frequently correspond, and Toby assures us that new antennas for the scanning system will help improve this problem.  We have to be patient a little longer.  There have been several problems on the Steilacoom II with starting engines which has caused us to miss one run and be late on other runs.  This is still covered by warranty, but it is not much consolation to people going to work or to doctor appointments.  It was also noted that there are more trains than ever before, which also affects the ferry schedule.
OLD BUSINESS
Proposed Geoduck Commercial Farming at Treble Point.
Erik passed around a sign-up sheet for all who wished to speak about their support or concern for this enterprise, and asked that all try to limit their presentation to 3 minutes.  The guest speakers would respond to questions from the audience, and then take questions from the Board before a motion would be made.  Attendance at this meeting was the greatest AICAB has ever had and was standing-room only.  Fact-sheets and hand-outs were available, supplied by DNR and other organizations and individuals.  There also was a petition that was being distributed.   Several people who could not be present this evening had written letters, which Erik read.   It should be noted that presentations drew applause from the audience, and the presentations were not redundant.  The following concerns were addressed:
· Predator exclusion devices are used to plant the seed geoducks. These devices are 10-14 inch long, 4-6 inch diameter PVC pipes pushed into the sediment of the tideland. There are approximately 40,000 to 45,000 of these PVC pipes planted per acre on tidelands. These nursery tubes typically stay in the beach for the first one to two years of a crop cycle.  This geoduck farming paraphernalia is already washing up on our Anderson Island beaches, including the plastic tubes, rubber bands, small netting, and large netting.  Samples were brought to the meeting, and it was acknowledged that they are the “real thing.”  These items were found in Oro Bay, the south end of the Island, and at Andy’s Marine Park.  Note:  the proposed site is right next to Andy’s Marine Park.
· Three generations of family members, who own the property and cabin adjoining the beach will not be able to use their beach as before, nor will countless residents and visitors who also frequent the beach.
· Spokesmen from the Quality of Life Committee and the Parks Committee report that their organizations oppose this effort.

· Island residents who enjoy walking this beach and kayakers and boaters who access the beach and/or just enjoy seeing it from the water are opposed.

· Concerns from nearby residents of the operation, regarding noises and bright lights at all hours during certain seasons.  DNR has not visited the site and they have only looked at satellite photos.  There are far more residences than can be seen on the photo (obscured by trees).  
· Concerns that DNR is not aware of some of the tidal situations at this site, including turbulence.

· During harvest, water pressure up to 40 psi from hoses liquefies the sediment in order to extract the geoducks to three feet in sediment depth.  People questioned WHEN is the beach going to ever be the same as it was.   
· Concerns for the environment, including possible harmful chemical reactions and toxins released when anaerobic organisms under the sand are exposed to an operation that introduces oxygen.  The process was described by several as strip mining.
· Concerns that DNR has shopped the job of the test that they want to perform (failing legislative funding).  As they are the agency monitoring the operation, that it is “the fox guarding the henhouse” given that DNR benefits in performing their experiment as well as they also would benefit financially along with Taylor Shellfish.  
· It was pointed out that we are trying to get rid of the garbage in the Sound, and this would add more garbage.
· Concerns about chemicals leaching from the equipment into the water, involving allergies to plastic.   An oncologist is concerned about PVC aspects.  These have affected patients she has worked with, and what do we know about their effect on various species of sea life.  It was noted that PVC is designed to be underground and not designed for ultraviolet and is definitely not rated for marine use.  It does get brittle as it oxidizes and can be razor sharp when broken, which is another concern.
· Concerns are for birds, land animals, and marine life—physical injury to birds and sea life that might ingest it or be caught in the nets, as well as this concentration of geoducks eating food that other sea life needs to support its life.

· Doubts were expressed whether truly wild geoducks would be planted, and that one result could be cross-breeding between cultured and wild geoducks.
· Doubts were expressed that the great density of a farm is representative of any natural situations of geoducks in this area of the Sound.

· Attendees see this proposal as a contradiction of DNR’s own credo as well as the main objectives of the newly created Puget Sound Partnership, which deal with habitat preservation, habitat restoration, preservation of biodiversity, and recovery of imperiled species (salmon).  We are trying to clean up the Sound.

Other concerns include:   taking away this habitat from its current population, lack of a way to appeal the permitting decisions that are made, little pro-active communication from DNR, aesthetics, and over-enrichment of sediments from intensive shellfish biodeposits.  Most believe that intensive commercial agricultural use of the tidelands of Puget Sound will result in permanent negative conversion of our natural ecosytems.
One Board member described himself as “irate” over the conflict of interest involved and believes that the government needs to create an independent agency to oversee such projects where a conflict of interest exists.
One speaker relayed messages of support from Tami Green (who has property here and visits frequently) and Troy Kelly, and had Troy on her cell phone to hear what she was telling the audience.  Both had schedule conflicts this evening, but assured us of their support at the State level regarding this matter.
Senator Mike Carrell stated that he had already spent a 14-hour day including 6 hours in meetings in the SeaTac area, but he is here tonight because he cares about this island.  It is the law that will determine what can be done.  He had some knowledgeable questions based on his scientific background, as well as his understanding of 2007 Shellfish Aquaculture Bill, SHB 2220, and was not completely satisfied with the answers.  He read from page 2 of this document to demonstrate that a 10-year study is in conflict with the law.  “All research commissioned under this section must be completed and the results reported to the appropriate committees of the legislature by December 1, 2013. In addition, the sea grant program shall provide the appropriate committees of the legislature with annual reports updating the status and progress of the ongoing studies that are completed in advance of the 2013 deadline.”

SHB 2220 also specifies that minimum requirements of the study include determining:  “The environmental effects of commercial harvesting of geoducks from intertidal geoduck beds, focusing on current prevalent harvesting techniques, including a review of the recovery rates for benthic communities after harvest.”    Mike stated that if you immediately replant, there is no way to measure the recovery period.  He, too, pledged his support, legislatively, of removal from consideration the proposed DNR testing on Anderson Island.
One resident of the Island, who has worked with both Taylor Shellfish and DNR supported the effort and stated that they are dedicated people with the best of motives and commitment to the environment.
Due to time constraints related to the last ferry off the Island, Mr. Dewey of Taylor Shellfish (who had been holding his remarks and answers until the end) had to summarize highlights very quickly.  Erik offered to put those in their entirety on the AICAB website if Mr. Dewey will send them.  Mr. Dewey concluded with an appeal for people to keep open minds.  He offered to provide a tour for people who would like to visit one of the farms.  Erik asked where the closest farm was and Mr. Dewey said Totten Inlet was closest, and to call him to set up a tour.
After several questions from the Board, David McGoldrick who is the AICAB member from Quality of Life Committee as well as a member of the County Planning Board, stated, as has been expressed by others here this evening, that Anderson Island is a “fish nursery” and any disturbance of the eco-balance to the maturing fish affects a huge area from the Nisqually to Oro Bay, to the west side of the Island.  Even if it is not evident after only a few years, the impact will be there.  Dave stated he and the Quality of Life Committee are very much opposed to this proposed project.
Dave moved, and Dianne seconded, that the Anderson Island Citizen's Advisory Board go on record opposing the Department of Natural Resources' proposed geoduck experimental station at Treble Point on Anderson Island.  The motion passed unanimously and the audience applauded enthusiastically.
Erik thanked attendees for coming and for their presentations.  He thanked the guests who replied to questions, and Dick Muri and Mike Carrell for their participation and support.
^^^^^^^There was a brief recess while most of the audience left the clubhouse.^^^^^^^
NEW BUSINESS

Dick Muri thanked Toby Rickman for being here tonight to answer questions.  Dick reported that he received a call from John Ladenburg, Pierce County Executive, reporting that we had an “emergency” situation.  Bottom line of the call was that the Christine Anderson will temporarily become part of the State of Washington’s ferry fleet in January 2008.  This was arranged by Gov. Gregoire and the Pierce County Executive due to having to take the State’s four 80-year-old Steel-Electric class ferries out of service.  To bring them up to required safety standards would be prohibitively expensive.  The state plans to buy new ferries like the Steilacoom II and the Christine Anderson, and expects to have at least one of them in service within 14 months.  They have “asked” to lease one of our ferries and that is the Christine Anderson.  Dick noted that when the government declares an “emergency,” they can commandeer our boat.  The agreement is not yet written and will then have to be routed through the various approval authorities.  The Hiyu will be brought to the Steilacoom dock as our back up.  It takes only about a dozen more cars than the Steilacoom I handled, so our situation will be similar to what we had before the Steilacoom II went into service.  Terms will include a clause that will bring the Christine Anderson back to us in case we should lose the use of the Steilacoom II for any length of time. 
Toby stated that he has not actually met with the State officials, but he received a phone call.  In fact, the first phone call he got was from the Everett Herald Tuesday night.  The State was reconsidering the possibility of fixing their ferries.  It could cost half as much to repair one as it would to purchase a new vessel.  Toby said that one thing he has been impressed with about Islanders is their neighborly attitude, recalling the time when our pontoon was lost in a storm and one man used his vehicle to transport people to and from the yacht club to catch the temporary passenger ferry.  Toby asked us to think about this in the same sense.  These ferry riders are in a world of hurt.  We can help them as long as we can keep one of our boats that will handle full capacity.  The substitute ferry will carry 34 cars.   We have a mutual agreement with the State, and we may have to ask them for help some day.  We can only charge them the full and real cost--we cannot make a profit--but we can charge full depreciation.  During this period of rental, we can lower our ferry fares 5% to 10%.  They will need to get the Council back in session for approval, but it will result in a positive adjustment for our ferry riders.  Worst case of getting our ferry back would be April 2009 because they are using our Steilacoom II design, saving a great deal of design time, and they will pay us for the design.    Other vessels they have looked at are not suitable to send to Port Townsend.  Their dock is shallow and narrow and requires a maneuverable ferry.  If we lost our ferry for any length of time, more than a few hours or a day or two, we could get our ferry back.  Toby noted the ferry is at capacity at peak hours here.  He added that one glitch with the ticketing is problems with the scanner.  
Toby announced that they have added a person to the staff, who will support the ferry--Michael Esher.  Currently, we do not have any one person in charge of our ferry system.
Erik thanked Dick and Toby for this report.  

Election of new AICAB Officers
Ed moved, and Dianne seconded, that Erik Hodge be elected Chair.

Motion passed unanimously.

Erik moved and Randy seconded, that Ed Stephenson be elected Vice Chair.
Motion passed unanimously.

Ed moved and Erik seconded, that Jim McLain be elected Secretary.

Motion passed unanimously.

Erik moved, and Ed seconded, that Anthony Tognazzini be re-elected Treasurer.

Motion passed unanimously.  It was also noted that Anthony has done an excellent job in this position, and it is really appreciated.

The meeting closed with thanks to Erik for his carrying the load of three positions on the Board (secretary, vice chair, and chair) during the past three months, and a pledge by Board members to readily accept some delegated responsibilities when their support is needed by Erik.  And there were thanks for the newly elected officers’ willingness to accept these positions on the Board.

Adjournment

It was moved by Ed and seconded by Erik that the meeting be adjourned. 

Passed unanimously.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:26 p.m.
REMINDER:  Starting in January 2008, AICAB meetings will begin at 7 p.m.
