AICAB Meeting November 9th, 2007

Meeting was called to order by Erik Hodge @ 7:34 p.m.  (approx 24 people present in audience)

AICAB Members present: Marshel Ivie, Anthony Tognazzini, Sunny Pepin, Jim McLean, Erik Hodge, Ed Stephenson, and Randy Anderson
AICAB Members absent and excused: Dianne Avey, Dave McGoldrick

Adoption of agenda:

It was moved by Anthony and seconded by Linda Buix that the agenda be adopted as presented.  Agenda was adopted: 8 aye, 0 no.
Approval of October AICAB meeting minutes:
Jim moved to adopt the October AICAB minutes and Ed Seconded the motion.
October minutes were approved: 8 aye, 0 no
Treasurer’s report:

Anthony reported that the balance of 2007 AICAB funds as of 10/31 was $650.45 with several billings to County outstanding, and a December mailing planned.
Action item: Erik needs to give Anthony the bill for aicab.org Web site.

AICAB Ferry Committee Report:

Ed Stephenson presented the ferry committee update.  Reverse 911 was up and running because of the train wreck.  All letters from October were submitted for changing length of vehicles and proposed fare change for 2 years. Our Councilmember Dick Muri revised the proposed ordinance, which will be presented to the committee on Nov 15.  Ed plans to go to the meeting to support the ferry issues. 1:30 at the county building. Councilmember Muri doesn’t believe that there will be a lot of discussion due to fact that he believes we have made reasonable suggestions.  11/20 is when the final County Council vote will take place to enact the AICAB recommendations.

Bernice Hundis asked whether County was still considering removing the summer surcharge and commuter fares.  Ed responded that today that is not a worry.

Anthony questioned the percent changes of the increase.  Ed explained that the fares increase on the larger and longer vehicles.

Marshel is interested in carpooling to county meeting.

Erik read a Thank you card from Debbie Lowe for AICAB’s October acknowledgement of her years of service.
OLD BUSINESS:

Villa Beach Road Erosion:

Erik read a letter from the Pierce County Public Works, a response to AICAB letter requesting they review erosion along the bluffs of Villa Beach Road.  The road was looked over by the county November 1st or 2nd and they feel there isn’t any imminent danger to the road, and its safety is not in question because the inspector feels there is no danger of a slide due to the compact glacial material that the road is built upon.  Erik suggested to those present that if anyone feels there is any particular spot on the road that needs to be evaluated to please relay that information to the AICAB so we can pass that on to the county.  It wasn’t clear how comprehensive the inspection was.

Ferry Fare Collection and Accountability
It has been brought to the AICAB’s attention at each of the last two AICAB meetings that ferry-fare collection currently appears to be error prone and that revenue collection is suffering as a result, which affects us all.  There is no incentive for ferry crew to collect the proper fares.  Marshel has complained a number of times to the ferry crew about problems and inaccuracies he has seen in fare collection but they always refuse to hear him out.  There are reports that there are “golden tickets” that don’t get the fare deducted from them when scanned.  Linda told the ferry workers that she found she had such a ticket and they didn’t care.  Strict wording can be put in the next contract with Hornblower.  There is definitely community concern.

Marshel moved to draft a letter to officially recommend that “they do something to improve accountability to collect fares”.  Erik seconded the motion.

Ed has sent this agenda item to Toby Rickman.  The county is aware that there are issues and they will make sure that eventually it will be accurate.  The contractor has no responsibility.  Ed says we can certainly try.
Pat Lowe from audience recommended that we draft a letter to Dick Muri.  

Erik moved to amend the motion to state that we send the letter to Dick Muri.  Randy seconded the motion.

Tom Stephenson suggested holding the contactor financially liable for the fares that are being lost.  Peter said that you cannot hold the contractor responsible for a software glitch.  Linda recommended documenting all the complaints and to use it later to raise the concern of the financial impact on islanders.
Ed assured us that they do take the complaints back to the software people.  They have even had the contractor come to the ferry line to monitor and they are truly trying to fix the problem.  There are issues with the senior walk-on tickets being passed for a vehicle car and driver commuter.

Audience member says we just need a commitment from the County that they, not we, will cover the loss in revenue due to not factoring in the loss of improperly collected fares.
Vote on the amendment to the motion: 8 aye, 0 no. 
Vote on the motion: 8 aye, 0 no.
NEW BUSINESS
Shellfish Farming around Anderson Island (esp. Geoducks)

Jerry Johannes presented the issue he had raised at the October AICAB meeting during the “issues from the floor” section, and introduced Laura Hendricks of Henderson Bay Shoreline Association who will be giving a slideshow presentation.
Jerry and the Quality of Live (QOL) committee presented the following letter that they asked the AICAB to endorse and pass on to the county:
The Quality of Life Committee recognizes the fragile and unique character of Anderson Island.  Its shorelines are replete with an abundance of inter-tidal and near-shore life.

It is our understanding that a geoduck farm is proposed for the intertidal area at Treble Point on Anderson Island.

The QOL is aware that geoduck farming and intensive aquaculture is a new industry that is growing rapidly.  As this growth occurs, the effects of aquaculture farming are unclear.  We call for more scientific study that will clarify some of the unanswered questions that exist.

To that end, we request that a moratorium on commercial geoduck farming and aquaculture be established for Anderson Island in particular, Pierce County and Puget Sound in general until such time as a better scientific understanding is reached.

Our goal is to gain scientific knowledge which can guide us in making informed decisions about actions in critical areas that might affect birds, wildlife, vegetation, and endangered species, including salmon.

For sake of discussion, Erik moved to send a modified version of the QOL letter that states that the majority of Anderson Islanders are against having aquaculture, that we feel that it is harmful to the existing wildlife, that we would like the planned DNR scientific study done elsewhere, and that we feel that aquaculture on our shores could ruin the beauty of the island and would not be of any benefit the majority of islanders. Sunny seconded the motion.
Much discussion followed.  All people who spoke were against it except one person present who suggested that we not ask for a moratorium but rather ask for something less comprehensive which, he felt, we’d be more likely to get.  It was brought up that Treble Point is right near Andy’s Marine Park and that debris and loose sediment from geoduck and other aquaculture farming studies done at Treble Point could ruin the park’s shoreline and wildlife.  There were five people present who live on the shore in that area who spoke against the proposed farm. There were several suggestions to find out more scientific findings before allowing any farming, even scientific studies, along Anderson Island shorelines.

Several people said that they felt other islanders should have a chance to weigh in on the issue and that we should continue discussing this at the next AICAB meeting.
Debbie Lowe mentioned that Councilmember Dick Muri will not be able to attend the January AICAB meeting so a mailing of flyers could be done for the December meeting instead of the January one.  Erik agreed that would be the best way to reach more islanders beyond what the Sounder and signs do.

Randy moved to table the motion until next month’s AICAB meeting and Ed Seconded.
Motion tabled: 8 aye, 0 no.
Erik mentioned that he had contacted the Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers Assoc and that they plan to send someone from the Aquatics division of Dept. of Natural Resources as well as someone from Taylor Shellfish, the winning bidder for the proposed DNR Treble Point farm operation, to attend the December 14th AICAB meeting.

Permit Application for Contractor Yard on the Island
Erik explained that the AICAB had received several requests to allow the public a chance to discuss this at an AICAB meeting.  The permit application summary is as follows:

"Applicants request a Conditional Use Permit to allow construction of two buildings (1,800 sq. ft and 2,400 sq. ft) " … "and establishment of a contractor yard with inside and outside storage of building materials and construction equipments on a 4.75-acre parcel in a Rural 10 (R10) zone classification on Anderson Island.  The site will not be open to the general public and there will not be retail sales of any kind on the site."

Discussion followed by several who were for and several people who were against the permit being granted.  Direct Questions, concerns, and comments can be made to: Mojgan Carlson @ Pierce County Planning and Land Services.  Comments shall be submitted in writing to the Department of Planning and Land Services, Public Services Building, 2401 South 35th Street, Tacoma, WA  98409-7940.  Written comments will be accepted until 4:30 p.m. on November 16th, 2007.
Hunting and Poaching on Anderson Island

Charlene Holt discussed the threat of poaching and hunting after dark and throwing poached deer into boats.  The concern is the population boom and the increase in hunting.  She is recommending that islanders take a stand.

Erik mentioned that legal deer to hunt on Anderson Island (Deer area 6014) is “any deer”, which is unlike most other areas where only bucks of a particular type or types of deer can be legally hunted and that brings hunters out to the island.  Erik also mentioned that hunters are required by law to wear hunter orange in an area open to modern firearm deer seasons.  Modern firearm hunters may use rifle, handgun, shotgun, archery, or muzzleloader during modern firearm seasons.  Hunters must also have a valid modern firearm deer tag on his/her person in addition to a valid big game license which includes a deer species option, and that, without special permission, a single deer per season per hunter is allowed.  Erik mentioned that hunting license information is available at http://fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov and that the contact info to report hunting violations is:
Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Enforcement Program

360-902-2936

wdfw.wa.gov/enf/poaching

Erik moved that a committee be formed that he will head that will gather information about hunting laws and disburse to the islanders.  Linda seconded the motion.

Motion passed: 8 aye, 0 no.
Jim McLean volunteered to be on the committee.
ISSUES FROM THE FLOOR

Linda mentioned the county wide burn ban, and she recommended talking to PCFD #27 about the vote.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Reminder: starting in January 2008, AICAB meetings will begin at 7:00 instead of 7:30.

Marshel moved that the meeting adjourn and Erik seconded.  Vote was unanimous: 8 aye, 0 no.

Meeting adjourned at 10:04 p.m.
