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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD




July 2007 Quarterly Meeting 

July 13, 2007

Community Clubhouse      Anderson Island, Washington

Welcome

The meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. by Debbie Lowe, Chair.  Debbie introduced Chief Jim Bixler who will make a presentation in support of a levy lift for AI Fire District Fire Suppression and EMS.  

Members present:  Randy Anderson, Linda Buix, Chuck Hinds, Erik Hodge (Vice President/Secretary), Debbie Lowe (Chair), David McGoldrick, Sunny Pepin, Peter Seto, Anthony Tognazzini (Treasurer)

Members unable to attend:  Marshel Ivie
Guest:  Jim Bixler

Adoption of Agenda

It was moved by Randy and seconded by Erik that the proposed agenda be adopted.  

The vote was 7 for, 0 against

Approval of June Meeting Minutes

It was moved by Erik and seconded by Chuck that the June meeting minutes be approved as read.  

The vote was 7 for, 0 against

Treasurer’s Report

Anthony Tognazzini reported that AICAB has a budget of $3,500 for calendar year 2007, and has spent to date $890.64.  AICAB has a checking account balance of $590.45.

Expenditures:

	Date
	Expense
	Amount
	Year Total

	3-06-07
	Rental
	$120.00
	$120.00

	3-20-07
	Kinkos
	180.40
	300.40

	3-20-07
	Bilyeu
	50.00
	350.40

	3-20-07
	U.S. Post
	171.60
	522.00

	4-11-07
	Office Supplies
	64.80
	586.80

	5-09-07
	Island General Store
	60.00
	646.80

	6-11-07
	ACC
	120.00
	766.80

	6-11-07
	E. Hodge
	63.84
	830.64

	7-11-07
	J. Kirkland
	60.00
	890.64


	Billings due from Pierce County
	$60.00

	Bank Balance
	590.45

	Funds available
	590.45

	Payable Accounts 
	0


AICAB Ferry Committee Report:

Chuck Hinds reported that the system seems to be working with the scanning and purchasing of tickets on line.  It is still taking too long to scan, even with two people reading.  This slows the ferry down.  Most ferries are 5-7 minutes late.  10 minutes are required for loading, and they cannot begin loading any sooner than when the ferry arrives and unloads!  

The question was asked about whether any progress has been made in synchronizing the Pierce Transit bus with the ferry schedule.  Chuck has heard nothing and will check again with Pierce Transit.

The question was asked about the legality of transporting fireworks (explosive materials) via the ferry.  People have observed cars en route to the Island just loaded with fireworks, and walk-ons carrying boxes of fireworks on board.

Debbie distributed copies of two Speak-Up Forms.  One is related to maintaining the ferry parking lot and adjacent landscaped areas not being maintained, and involving safety due to reduced traffic visibility, damage to the parking lot, and aesthetics.  The other is regarding lane-jumping and lack of enforcement by ferry personnel, whose position is that it is not part of their jurisdiction.  Sunny suggested that if Jeanette could start her shift earlier in the day during peak days, most of the lane-jumping problems could be averted.  It was noted that State Ferries are more aggressive in their ability to control lane-jumping, with a State law to help with enforcement.  

From questions from the audience, it is apparent there is still confusion about Pierce Transit’s relationship with the County.  Debbie explained again that they are two separate entities.  Pierce Transit is not a part of Pierce County Government.  Audience attendees were very negative about the 80% recovery of ferry operation and maintenance costs, as well as the requirement for 19% charge for depreciation ferry (Note:  All other departments must set aside 19% depreciation.).  Rental of the new ferry was also brought up.  Chuck explained how the cost of rental is computed and said he believes that due to the expense, that will not happen very often.  Attendees from the audience wish there was more transparency with regard to budget for the ferry showing how money is being spent and where income (such as a rental) is shown on the books.  

Old Business

There was no old business for discussion, but Debbie passed around a gracious thank-you note from Dick Muri’s office, for our hosting the Pierce County Council meeting on June 19.

NEW BUSINESS

Presentation by AI Fire District on Fire and EMS Levy by Chief Jim Bixler.

Chief Bixler explained that they are asking for a levy lift from the 1% increase limit, imposed by I-747.  Reasons include increased demand for services, salary increases, increased fuel costs, and equipment that will need to be replaced.  This year, 34% of their budget had been expended by May 31, with big expenses of the year just starting.  He detailed cost increases of some of the equipment, and their life span.  For some of our equipment, parts are no longer available.  They have 66 tires on their various pieces of equipment; tires have to be replaced after 7 years, regardless of tread.  To keep our certification level, we must abide by these requirements.  By our qualifying from 8A to 5, some homeowners saved as much as $350 per year on their home insurance.  

Jim explained that provided the levy lift passes, a fund will be established to provide for equipment replacement so that bond issues would not have to be passed for this purpose.  

One person from the audience mentioned that the amount we are spending this year is $272 for the average $200,000 evaluation.  That same property with the new evaluation next year and with a levy lift will raise it to $600 per year, not including the cost of the Fire Department bond.  Chief Bixler acknowledged that the money they need to have allocated to meet their proposed 2008 budget is only about half of what could be collected with the lift they are requesting, due to the increase in property assessments.  Chief Bixler stated that they will ask only what is required (with their budget subject to approval and oversight by their very frugal, cost-conscious Fire Commissioners), and that the money that will be collected will be no more than what is required by the budget.  Using the $200,000 home as an example again, you would pay $22.67 per month PLUS $10.66 increase, resulting in $33.33 per month for Fire Suppression and EMS, based on their 2008 budget.  The potential per month, based on anticipated increased evaluations, that would be approved by voters in this levy lift is $50 per month.  A show of hands indicated that many participants had received large increases in their assessed values.

During the discussion, several people spoke in commendation of our Fire Department and Chief Bixler.

Jim concluded stating that passing the levy will have the following results:

· Provide a replacement fund for equipment

· Keep their level of service (and not have to reduce service due to a financial shortfall)

· Create a higher level of service for tomorrow

Issues from the Floor

It was suggested that we invite the Game Warden to the September AICAB meeting to discuss what is legal and what is not.

Erik read aloud the two Speak-Up forms, and asked if any AICAB member would like to take responsibility to research and/or follow up.  #1 (lane-jumping) will be referred to the Ferry Committee.  Comments were made that some (but NOT all) of the problem is related to ignorance and people not understanding the procedures and process for loading.  We might look at additional signage and/or information on ferry tickets or ferry schedule.  There is a Washington State law and we need to get copies of that.

#2 (maintenance of parking lot and surrounding area) - Jim Bixler will talk with John Bair of the Roads Committee.  Marshel is the representative from the Fire Department and Debbie will also make him aware of the safety concerns.  

Announcements

2008 Funding Requests from the County Discretionary Fund

Debbie reminded AICAB members that requests for County financial support for projects should be sent directly to the County c/o Dick Muri (NOT to AICAB) not later than August 1, 2007.  She mentioned the help provided to the Community Club for clubhouse improvements, to AIHS for roofing the barn, and Crime Task Force operating expenses.  The Council will vote on the proposals in October, and monies will be available in 2008.  The requesting organization pays for the work and then requests reimbursement from the County on the approved projects.  Items mentioned for 2008 included additional repair to the clubhouse, fire alarms for the clubhouse, and forestry consultations for the Island.  Funds from the discretionary budget have been awarded since the inception of AICAB.  This is the fourth year we have had this opportunity.  $80,000 to $100,000 have been awarded each year to various Island organizations.

Chief Bixler announced that as of midnight tonight, a stage 1 burn ban goes into effect.  This allows only recreational fires (hot dogs, marshmallows), but NOT clearing brush and putting it into your fire pit.  Jim also mentioned that as of January 1, 2008, all burning will be banned in Pierce County for clean-air reasons.  Exceptions to this are allowed if it places an undue financial hardship on a community.  Jim will make this request on behalf of Anderson Island.

Peter pointed out that one of the results of such a ban means that people will “stash” burnables and this will create a serious fire danger to the whole Island.  Peter asked if it would be better to write a letter or to attend the public hearing.  It was the consensus that we first go to the hearing and explain that would create an extreme financial burden, heighten our fire risks, and that we do not have a facility for chipping on the Island.  

Chief Bixler thanked AICAB for the opportunity to come.  Debbie replied that it was most informative and we appreciated his doing this for us.

Anthony announced that there would be a CPR course Thursday, July 19, in the Martha Smith Room at 9:30 a.m.  They can handle 20 people, but if more come, they will schedule another session at 3:30 p.m.  The class takes 1.5 hours.

Jim mentioned that Wed. and Thurs., the Fire Department in conjunction with the Riviera provided a “cool room” in the Martha Smith Room, and provided movies, iced tea, and water.  They had a moderate turn-out on Wednesday, but quite a few people came on Thursday.  They plan to do this on extremely hot days.

August 2007 Meeting
Debbie stated that per our by-laws, AICAB meetings are required quarterly (January-April-July-October) and quoted from the bylaws:  “As set forth in Chapter 2.61 of the Pierce County Code, the AICAB shall hold quarterly meetings, beginning in January of each year.  If desired, the AICAB may hold monthly meetings on the second Friday of each month. . ..”  
It was moved by Erik and seconded by Sunny that unless there is an issue requiring a meeting that an August meeting not be held.  If something should arise that requires an August meeting, then 1 week’s notice will be given to the Board and to the community.

The vote was 8 for, 0 against, and 1 abstention. 

Adjournment

It was moved by Anthony and seconded by Linda that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Next meeting (unless notified otherwise):  Friday, September 13, 2007, 7:30 p.m. at the Community Clubhouse.


