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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD




AICAB Quarterly Meeting

April 13, 2007  7:30 p.m.

Community Clubhouse      Anderson Island, Washington

Welcome

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m.  Debbie welcomed attendees. 

Members present:  Randy Anderson, Chuck Hinds, Erik Hodge (Vice President/ Secretary), Marshel Ivie, Debbie Lowe (Chair), Sunny Pepin, Peter Seto, 
Anthony Tognazzi (Treasurer)

Absent:  David McGoldrick

Guests:
Rick Johnston, Pierce County Solid Waste Division


Cheri Harrison, Appeals Supervisor, Office of the Tax Assessor

Adoption of Agenda

It was moved by Peter and seconded by Randy that the proposed agenda be adopted.  

Approved unanimously.

Approval of March Meeting Minutes

It was moved by Chuck and seconded by Erik that the March meeting minutes be approved as read.  

The vote was 7 in favor; 0 against.  One abstention.

Treasurer’s Report

Anthony Tognazzini distributed the Treasurer’s Report and reported a checking account balance of $183.65.  He has billed Pierce County $402 for AICAB operating expenses, but it has not been paid yet.  When paid, this will provide $585.65 in available funds.  Rent for May will be an additional $40, which also will be billed to the County.

Expenditures:

	Date
	Expense
	Amount
	Year Total

	3-06-07
	Rental
	$120.00
	$120.00

	3-20-07
	Kinkos
	180.40
	300.40

	3-20-07
	Bilyeu
	50.00
	350.40

	3-20-07
	U.S. Post
	171.60
	522.00

	4-11-07
	Office Supplies
	64.80
	586.80


	Billings due from Pierce County
	$402.00

	Bank Balance
	183.65

	Funds available
	585.65

	Payable Accounts – Rent for May
	40.00


AICAB Ferry Committee Report:

Chuck Hinds thanked Ed Stephenson for his Ferry Notes for the Sounder, for the e-mail notifications for all those who have signed up to receive them, participation in meetings with the County, and a lot of other work which goes on.  He said he appreciates Ed’s work on all that, and he has been doing a great job.  

Chuck reported that ferry loading has slowed down quite a bit compared with what we were used to.  The scanning people are having problems with the scanner.  We are used to seeing scanning machines in stores with nice, even light.  They are using it outdoors with uneven light and it is taking several scans on each ticket to finally get it right.  They are realizing there are some glitches with that.  The captain is helping take tickets, which is probably not in his job description.

Chuck said that we are losing three of our regular ferry crew, and that replacements are being trained.  Brian and two others we know well are going to work on the prison boat.

On April 5 the oil line to one variable-pitch propeller broke resulting in one engine having to be shutdown.  Chuck was waiting for the 5:10 ferry and realized it was probably the fastest coming-in he has seen.  To avoid hitting the dock head-on, the captain slowed his speed by glancing off one of the dolphins, but they still made a pretty hard landing.  The dolphin was damaged.  This malfunctioning of the Steilacoom II is probably covered by a warranty, but it is out of service while systems are being checked out.

Then there was the bomb scare, which turned out to be an improvised, very crudely-constructed toy boat made by some youth.  It got away from them and so they had to leave it in the water.  Later, it washed up under the pier, and was seen by one of the crew who had to question whether it could be an explosive device, which caused them to shut down both the ferry and the trains during an investigation.

Suggestions regarding those procedures included:

· Wonder why they didn’t move ferries away from dock in case it had been a bomb.

· Could someone have gone down the ferry line to let people know what was happening?

It was noted that Steilacoom provided parking in legal parking areas without charge for those who could not get their cars on the ferry.  Debbie said Ed had suggested writing a letter to the City of Steilacoom thanking them for the help.

Sunny moved and Debbie seconded that Erik write a letter for Debbie’s signature, on behalf of AICAB, thanking the City of Steilacoom for their help in providing parking to Anderson Island residents who were forced to leave their cars behind.  

The vote was 7 for, 1 against.

Marshel pointed out that as bad as the disruption was to the ferry schedule, it was minor compared to the disruption to train service.  

Randy observed that for ourselves and other ferries in the area, this was a kind of a training exercise to evaluate what we can do better in the future.

Chuck reported that the Ferry Committee will meet in the next two weeks to begin analyzing data that the County has agreed to provide for the ferry increase in January 2008.  Our input to the County is due prior to October, and it is hoped that some preliminary recommendations could be ready by our May meeting since Dick Muri will be with us.  Ed stated that we have not received all the information requested and he will continue to remind them.  He thinks we are not going to get a lot more information from the County since they are basing the increase on their 14-year plan.  We have data for the end of 2006 and that is all they are going to have as far as their budgeting people are concerned.  They gave ridership information separately for Ketron and Anderson Island this time.  

Concerns about ferry departing earlier than scheduled.  Chuck suggested people who experience this or other problems e-mail their concerns to the County.  The ferry schedule states that you need to be in line 20 minutes prior to departure, so that is their basis for feeling it is OK to close the gates even when someone is arriving before the stated departure time and hoping to be loaded during the last few minutes.

One of the Board members commented that a big issue remains—that we need to fund the ferry by other methods and not just the fares.  We would like to reduce the ferry recovery percentage and need to get the information to Dick Muri soon.  With the new ferry and new dock added to the depreciation schedule, it will hit us hard in the next fare cycle in January 2008.  We have got to find a way to reduce recovery from 60% to something we can carry.  The inevitable result with higher ferry fares is going to be less use – higher fares.  That has already happened.  By June or July this year, we have to have our numbers in, and want to begin to explore the situation in May when Dick Muri is here.

It was observed from the audience that in earlier days, a lot of ferry money came from the Federal government.  

Old Business
Hazardous Waste Collection Scheduled in April

Rick Johnston, PC Solid Waste Division

Debbie introduced Rick Johnston, PC Solid Waste Division, who is here to discuss the collection on AI scheduled for April 18, 21, and 22.

Rick explained that he had missed the ferry by just minutes last month and was sorry he wasn’t able to join us.  He said the waste collection will take place next week—April 18, 21, and 22.  People will queue up and verify their ZIP code as 98303.  Patience is necessary if the lines are long.  They cannot hurry; they have to put everything in the proper container(s).  There can be no “walk-ups.”

Accepted items:  Household hazardous waste - kitchen/garden/auto chemicals: ammonia, bleach or petroleum, oil-based paints, solvents, flammable liquids, household cleaners, automotive products, yard and garden chemicals, batteries, antifreeze, insecticides, and glues.  If you have unlabeled containers, write on them what they contain, if you know.  They do not want a closed plastic bag, and would prefer an open cardboard container for the various chemical containers.  Pre-sorting of types of waste would help.  They will ask what you have, place it on carts.  You should remain in your car.

They cannot accept:  Latex paint, waste in drums or large containers, ammunition, explosives, fireworks, asbestos, contaminated soils, medical waste, or any hazardous wastes from businesses.  No appliances, furniture, etc.  

Rick recommended adding a cheap bag of cat litter to the latex paint, and once it is absorbed and dry, you can throw it in the regular trash.

A special ferry run will bring these materials to the mainland, in the 1 p.m. slot.  It will be for the hazardous waste only, no additional cars or passengers--taking the same precautions as they do for the fuel runs.

It was noted again that there are several businesses on-Island that can take large items to the mainland.  Check on the bulletin board at the store to get phone numbers and cost information about these businesses.  Marshel mentioned that refrigerators and freezers have to be purged by a qualified technician, so costs vary and the size of the load is not the only factor in calculating the cost.

In reply to a question, Rick said that the LeMay dumpster at the ferry will be relocated and once the location is decided it will be made more user-friendly.  It also will be gated and look nicer.  The cost of a concrete ramp, fencing, etc., will be added to the cost of bags for whatever period it requires to repay the cost.  Concern was expressed again about people dumping materials that are not in LeMay bags and which, in fact, are not even legitimate ‘trash,” requiring extra labor to sort out.  How long will they continue to do this?  Rick said they plan to open some of the non-complying bags to find names of the perpetrators.

In reply to a question about computer parts, monitors, CPU’s—we were told they will take mouse, keyboard, and CPU’s for about a $5 charge.  (Dell will recycle their computers for free and HP will recycle for a small fee.)  Les Schwab may still take tires.     The closest landfill is Tacoma’s at 3510 South Mullen Street; they are open from 8-6 seven days a week.

Debbie thanked Marshel for all his work in planning and coordinating this effort.

Property Tax Assessments – Cheri Harrison, Appeals Supervisor, Office of the Tax Assessor

Debbie introduced Cheri Harrison, Appeals Department Supervisor in the Pierce County Tax Assessor’s Office, who is joining us to respond to questions and concerns relating to recent property tax valuations.  Debbie announced Councilman Muri is unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to a schedule conflict, but will be with us at the May AICAB meeting to share information and address concerns regarding tax assessments.

Cheri brought extra business cards for attendees, and had a large 2005 aerial photo of Anderson Island which she taped to the lectern.  She had a 10-year Pierce County Assessed Value History showing the following information:

	Summary of Assessed Value of Pierce County Properties

	Assessment Year
	Total Assessed Values
	% increase or decrease

	1997
	33,743,693,542
	6.5

	1998
	35,243,497,408
	4.4

	1999
	37,932,381,976
	7.6

	2000
	41,464,254,654
	9.3

	2001
	45,019,204,999
	8.6

	2002
	46,539,831,881
	3.4

	2003
	49,371,343,053
	6.1

	2004
	53,192,230,601
	7.7

	2005
	63,955,847,441
	20.2

	2006
	78,973,985,728
	23.5


2006 Value Detail

Taxable Value – Real
$76,084,385,813

Taxable Value - Personal
l,876,748,046
Total Locally Assessed
$77,961,133,859

Operating – Real
$141,489,357

Operating Personal
871,362,512

State Assessed
$1,012,851,869

Grand Total
$78,973,985,728

Before addressing questions, Cheri stated that the tax increases we have seen this year are largely due to levies we passed for bond issues—fire protection, parks, and library services.  “We did this to ourselves,” she stated.  The rate per $1,000 of assessed value is more than $12 total, with the following breakdown:

Tax Breakdown - Anderson Island

	
	Dollar Amount of Tax per $1,000 Valuation
	Percent of Total

	State
	$2.2912
	19%

	County
	1.1779
	10%

	Port
	0.1856
	2%

	Road District
	1.5235
	12%

	Fire District #27
	1.0298
	8%

	Fire #27 Bonds
	0.4219
	3%

	Fire #27 EMS
	0.3444
	3%

	Rural Library
	0.4800
	4%

	Steilacoom SD #1
	4.4339
	37%

	Anderson Island Park & Rec
	0.3022
	2%

	Total
	$12.1904 per thousand evaluation

If your property is worth $100,000, move the decimal two places to the right and that is the amount you pay for each of these.  (State $229.12, County $117.79, Port $18.56, etc.)   If your property is worth $200,000, then move the decimal 2 places to the right and multiply by 2.  
	


At least every 6 years the County Tax assessors physically inspect a person’s property to estimate its value.  They use data reflecting what similar properties have sold for to determine their valuation.  The new valuations will be mailed in late June.

Addressing Questions Submitted prior to April 13th AICAB meeting

      1.   Why have my property taxes increased?  My property is:

            Saltwater frontage

     Saltwater view

Lakefront

Lake view

Golf Course

Acreage

Interior Riviera lot
Sherry said saltwater frontage, view, and lakefront are experiencing the highest valuations.

2a.
How have NRPI property sales impacted or influenced this tax valuation?  
NRPI property sales were not used as the basis of valuation.  The price that NRPI paid for a property, however, was.  This was compounded by, for example, other residents seeing the property values rising and then selling their property for values commensurate with what NRPI was offering.  Comments from the audience indicated that many do not believe that prices paid last summer are representative of what those same people could get for their home if they put it up for sale in today’s market.  

2b.
Next year’s valuation?

A lot on the Riviera that was $4,800—the new value is $23,000.  Land is going up 50.5%; it is not getting cheaper.  Used all the sales and targeted from January through December 2006.  So it is going up up up and evened out in November.  In January came down a little bit.  They have not seen values going down in Pierce County for salt water.  She cited an example of a property on Seaview:  land only, in Riviera, 2004 sale - $57,500.  New value of land (without house) is $319,000, now with electricity on it.  
Cheri said that her valuation was $7M here on the Island, and she does not have a bit of view.  It turned out it was a decimal point problem.  

Q - How do our Island values compare with mainland?  

A - Ours are  low.  Big increases are about salt water, which is anticipated to be about $1400 per front foot.  She knows of a 2500 sq ft. lot for $55,000 in Tacoma.  

3.
How does the 1% cap on tax increases fit in with the recent valuation?

Cheri reminded us there is a difference between values and taxes.   We need to look at our values and see what we are going to vote in.  If County Council is asking for levy lift over the 1%, the library, fire district, parks--they can go for 6 percent.  When you vote that in, you have just raised the baseline for future 1% levy lids.  The library, parks, or fire district can ask for a levy.  It is approved by voters.

Cheri agreed that there is an after-effect on values due to NRPI coming to the Island.  When asked about any kind of 5-year average to help level the highs and lows in the market, Cheri replied that they don’t have any provision like that.

Cheri stated that the new valuations would be out in late June and explained the process for asking for reconsideration.  When you get these changes, there is nothing you can do about last year’s value.  Look at the new valuation now.  Can I sell my property for this?  Ask for reconsideration.  Factors considered in reconsideration are properties in your area that are selling for less than your valuation, a view that is gone due to neighbors’ trees blocking it or a structure blocking it, size of property or home not correct (they will come out and re-measure it).  If you are not satisfied with their findings, then you can take it to the State.  They have about a 98% success rate in their valuations.  

4.  What increase in services is Anderson Island receiving from the County in return for our increase in taxes?

Dick Muri will be here in May.  He wants to explain that and take questions.  He would be a much better person to ask.  

5.
Are property taxes on Ketron Island increasing at the same rate as taxes on Anderson?

6.
How are tax valuations on Ketron Island computed given the absence of County roads on Ketron?

Ketron values have increased.  Tax assessors do go to Ketron to do on-site valuations.  Ketron does not have a fire department or library.

7.
What amount of increase should we expect in upcoming years?

There is no question that values continue to go up.   Pay attention to your value change notice when you receive it in late June.  If you have acreage that is large enough, you can declare some as open space.  It takes 2 years to get that completed.  If you change use then you will owe back taxes and a penalty plus interest.  December 31 is the deadline to appeal.  Elderly senior or disabled with a certain income can get tax relief.    http://www.piercecountywa.org/pc/abtus/ourorg/at/at.htm is a website that you can access to find various tax-saving exemptions, including senior and disabled.

Debbie thanked Cheri for coming.

NEW BUSINESS

Proposed County Council Meeting in June– Debbie Lowe
Debbie announced that Pierce County Council will meet at the Anderson Island Community Clubhouse Tuesday, June 19, which is a big deal for the Island.  The Council conducts at least one evening meeting per year in each of the seven council districts.  It will begin at 6 p.m., and after the meeting they will have dinner together at the Riviera.  Due to their rules of ethics, they are unable to accept our hospitality in providing a pot luck or dinner for them.  The ferry schedule Tuesday, June 19, will be the same as our Friday night schedule.  They will be accompanied by sound technicians, video cameras, and staff; it requires a large entourage, and meetings are televised later.  The public is invited to attend.  If anyone wishes to speak, they must sign up to be recognized, and there is a time limit.

Issues from the Floor

Yolanda said it would be nice to have someone from the Police Department or Crime Task Force at Otso Point or Edgewood, whose presence might help prevent the screeching tires and near-misses occurring there.  

We asked the Road Department to do a traffic survey, and as a result they are going to change the first 200 ft coming up from the ferry parking lot to 25 mph.  

Marshel suggested If they will not put caution or speed signs in some of the troubled areas (such as by the school where visibility is so poor through the zig-zags, and Mathews way between the lakes), one thing that has worked in other areas is a “speed hump,” which is a nuisance but effective.  Property damage has decreased greatly.  Sunny mentioned the area where the school bus stops to drop students off at the ferry.  One of the problems is that cars park on both sides of that road.  When the Ferry Committee has expressed concern about this to the public works department, they are told it is the responsibility of the Roads Department and they are told the County Ferry people will pass the word on.  There is no use sending the concerns this route again.  It might have more emphasis if people who have concerns write to the Roads Department and express those concerns.

Announcements

Debbie and Randy reminded us to complete the Tanner survey which came with Ruralite magazine this month.  An added incentive:  your survey will be eligible for a drawing for $100 credit.

Marshel offered a reminder of 1 p.m. Saturday memorial service for George Frazier and what a difference he made on the Island, especially for the Fire Department.

Debbie reminded everyone of the AIA Country Western Concert at the Community Clubhouse April 21.  Cost is $10 per person.

Debbie announced the Island Cleanup at the Community Clubhouse starting at 10:00 tomorrow, sponsored by the AIA with AI Christian Fellowship in charge this year.  Free lunch provided following cleanup.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:24 p.m.

