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ANDERSON ISLAND CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD




AICAB Meeting

March 9, 2007  7:30 p.m.

Community Clubhouse      Anderson Island, Washington

Welcome

The meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. and moderated by Vice Chair, Erik Hodge.  

Members present:  Randy Anderson, Chuck Hinds, Erik Hodge (Vice Chair/Secretary), Marshel Ivie, Debbie Lowe (Chair), David McGoldrick, Sunny Pepin, Peter Seto, Anthony Tognazzini (Treasurer)

Guests:  Members of the Anderson Island Association Board

Adoption of Agenda

Debbie proposed that the agenda be amended to allow time for Anderson Island Association to make a presentation.  It was moved by Debbie and seconded by Anthony that the Agenda be amended as proposed.  

Approved unanimously.

Approval of February Meeting Minutes

It was moved by Chuck and seconded by Dave that the February meeting minutes be approved as read.  

The vote was 8 for, none against, and one abstention.

Treasurer’s Report

Anthony Tognazzini reported a checking account balance of $511 as of February 28, 2007, which is no change from last month.  

AICAB Ferry Committee Report:

Chuck Hinds reported that the rotation of the old and new ferries seems to be going well.  We are hoping that the County is going to have flyers to distribute, explaining what is going to happen in April.  AICAB plans to send flyers ourselves to help people get a better idea of the new system.  

Erik sent out to our Yahoo list (approximately 50 people are on that list), asking how many people would like to be on a special distribution list to be notified of ferry changes and “events.”  To date there are 22 persons who have expressed a desire to have updates sent to them by e-mail.  Only three AICAB members are included in this number.  

Sunny said when she received the property tax assessment information, she forwarded it on to about 20 people on her personal distribution list, and they were grateful to get that information.  

People can and will forward information to others and increase the number of recipients of information, as well as word-of-mouth.  We are finding that when information is on the web we can’t be sure how many people are reading it in time for the changes that are being reported there.

Chuck moved that in our ongoing effort to make all interested parties aware of activities related to the ferry operation, that the AICAB Ferry Committee be authorized to publish updates on ferry-related activities by e-mail to all interested persons and that the Ferry Committee be authorized to notify Islanders of this service.

Debbie seconded.

Motion passed with 8 for, none against, and one abstention.

Marshel said he has heard complaints that some of the commercial people are standing by their trucks smoking on the ferry.  He requested that the Ferry Committee ask if the captain could designate someone to be down on the deck for emergencies.  Marshel helped with someone who had a bee sting during the summer but could not get attention from anyone on the crew to respond.  Darrell Beck mentioned that the telephone in the elevator is the only way to reach the captain.

Marshel also mentioned that we fought for years to get a walkway for wheelchairs and it is nice to see that it was accommodated on the new ferry but they are not enforcing that.  Wide vehicles parked on the ferry are blocking that space.

Old Business

Hazardous Waste Collection Scheduled in April

Rick Johnston, PC Solid Waste Division

Please see addendum to these minutes for Mr. Johnston’s report.

There was discussion about items that the County cannot take.  AICAB’s role is limited to providing information and options for proper disposal of these items.  There are several Island businesses who can help, for a fee.  The challenge is that we do not know all the names of people who need this service, nor all the service providers’ names.  Marshel will be the AICAB point of contact to help direct people to Island businesses who want to make their services available on this occasion and ensure that everyone who has capability to do that gets a fair shake.  

Proposed By-Law revision adding RCW 42.30

A little background information regarding inclusion of phrase in by-laws stating that meetings are open to the public per RCW 42.30:
This phrase was deleted when the by-laws were revised at the December 8, 2006, meeting by a vote of 8 to 2.  The eight believed it to be redundant since RCW 42.30 states that all County meetings are open to the public and AICAB meetings are County meetings.  The two dissenting members asked that Debbie check with the County to be sure it was not required that it be stated in the by-laws.  Peter and Debbie read portions of a message from Susan Long of the County’s Legal Dept, stating that it is not specifically required that it be stated in AICAB bylaws:

“The ordinance creating the AICAB requires that all meetings of that body be conducted openly, pursuant to the requirements of the OPMA, RCW 42.30.  That is the current law, so if the AICAB does not want to be redundant by including it in its own bylaws, it doesn’t have to do so, but it is still subject to 42.30 by ordinance and arguably by state law as well.”


Anthony and Marshel envision the possibility that everyone does not know RCW 42.30 and thus may not know all County meetings are open to the public.  As an added measure to be sure it is absolutely clear to everyone that they are welcome to attend AICAB meetings, at our January 2007 meeting, Anthony moved that under ARTICLE V, Meetings, paragraph 1, add at the end of this paragraph the following phrase: “with all meetings open to the public pursuant to RCW 42.30.”  Marshel seconded.  The motion passed with 7 votes for, and one against.

Since bylaw changes require at least 30 days notice to the Board, it was decided to reaffirm this vote at the February 2007 meeting.  Tanner Electric was our guest in February, so to allow as much time as possible for exchange of information with Tanner, it was decided to postpone the vote on this revision until our March meeting.

Motion:  Marshel moved that under ARTICLE V, Meetings, paragraph 1, add at the end of this paragraph the following phrase: “with all meetings open to the public pursuant to RCW 42.30.”  

Debbie seconded.  

The motion passed with 8 votes for, none against, and one abstention.

NEW BUSINESS

Property Tax Assessments – Debbie Lowe

This will be one of the primary topics for the April meeting.  Dick Muri will be here.  Dick had prepared a letter but has decided to come here instead to discuss this issue and hear concerns/complaints and questions.  There also will be someone from the Tax Assessor’s office attending to explain how they determine property values, to what extent it could be related to NRPI and its influence on property values, etc.  Two people have been doing assessments on the Island and they are sending more people.  AICAB’s role in this is to provide a forum for people to have their questions answered and to express their concerns to the County (ref. bylaws Article VII, Functions).

Sounder Articles

AICAB members received an e-mail this month from the AIA Board inviting AICAB to provide inputs for the Sounder, published monthly by AIA.  Debbie stated that she was delighted to receive their invitation, adding “When you have a hard copy, you can set it somewhere.  And then you have it there and can refer back to it as many times as you need to.”

Toni Rex, editor of the Sounder, stated they are offering the same thing to AICAB as they offer to other organizations on the Island.  It affords AICAB the opportunity to reach Islanders and property owners who cannot or do not access the web.  Some people do not read flyers, the bulletin board, or reader boards either.  She estimated that half of this Island is not e-mail oriented, and that AIA would be delighted to share AICAB information with their subscribers, which number about 400.  AIA is extremely concerned about the chaos they predict is going to occur with the new ferry ticket changes.  Toni has been here 46 years and seen all the changes.  The more information we get out, the better it will be.  AIA wants to serve the Island in any way they can.    

In answer to a question, Toni stated their by-the-15th deadline has to be very firm.  Toni starts working on the 10th.  By the 15th she is in final draft form.  The final-final is in work for about 2 more days and given to Darrell Beck for printing around the 17th or 18th.  After that, it depends on the mail service; sometimes there is a delay in the mail, but it is normally in mailboxes by the 25th.  Submittals need to be pertinent and timely.  They do not need to know about things past.  

Debbie cautioned that we can provide only the information we have from the County as of the Sounder deadline.  Sometimes that information will be updated after the 15th.  Debbie asked if we could we also put in the discussion topic for our April meeting - property taxes?  Toni replied, “Absolutely.”  Toni mentioned that occasionally it is necessary to edit articles when space does not permit printing the full text.  They do not change the information, they just shorten it.  When asked if they have any wiggle room to include an extra page for late-breaking information, their answer was “no”—it is too labor intensive, and could increase postage costs, which would be prohibitive due to the number of addressees.

Erik, as secretary of AICAB, will be the POC for Sounder submittals, and provide AICAB input to Toni Rex via e-mail, NLT the 15th of the month (except earlier in April 2007 and any other months when notified by Toni).  Our submittal for the April Sounder will include timely and pertinent information (not to exceed one page and not to be “overdone” on any subject) on:

· Ferry

· Tanner (to be written by Jim Singer and submitted to Erik) 

· Property Taxes (including that it will be on the agenda for the April AICAB Meeting)

· Hazardous waste – date, hours, location, what can be disposed of via County, what cannot be brought for disposal, and other information provided to us by Rick Johnston (PC Solid Waste Division)
Issues from the Floor

Riviera GM stated she would also like to receive AICAB inputs, especially on the new ferry ticketing procedures and hazardous waste disposal, for their newsletter as well, with due date 15th of month also.  Their newsletter goes to 2600 homes.

Toni Rex commented that she loves the idea of having e-mail alert system to notify people of changes. 
Concern has been expressed about the Tanner surcharge for storm damage @$5 per month.  Marshel said he has taken a lot of heat on this and people do not understand that this was the lesser of the evils.  Damage control needs to be done to help people understand that one of the options under consideration by Tanner was to bill the entire shortage in a single month.  

Announcements

Debbie &Anthony explained that Airlift Northwest has a program now for airlift services off Island (which has been reported to be around $7,000 per trip).  Under this new program, a household would pay an annual fee of $79 which would avoid any out-of-pocket costs for Airlift Northwest air medical services that are not covered by insurance.  Airlift Northwest bills the insurance carrier (if any), and other payers, and accepts their payment as your payment in full for their services.

David announced that Grammy Winners Tingstad and Rumbel would be in concert Saturday evening, 7 p.m., here at the Community Clubhouse, a presentation sponsored by Island Arts.  Tingstad and Rumbel are a unique instrumentalist duo who have performed throughout the world.  Tickets are $10 and available at the Island Store.  

Adjournment

It was moved by Chuck and seconded by Peter that the meeting be adjourned.  

Passed unanimously.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

Addendum to March 9, 2007, AICAB Minutes:

The following excerpt from an e-mail from Debbie Lowe contains the report attendees were expecting at the March 9 meeting, and explains why Mr. Johnston was not able to give it in person:  Rick Johnston has definite plans to attend our April AICAB meeting. 

Due to unexpected circumstances Rick Johnston (PC Solid Waste Division) missed the 7:30 ferry by just a few minutes.   He said he planned to stop at the AICAB meeting when he arrived on the next run, but we had already left by then.   He dropped off the info to me at home on Sat., and we are waiting on one last detail that he will provide on Monday. 

The Hazardous Waste Collection is now definitely scheduled for the following dates: 
      Wed, April 18                               Sat, April 21                              Sunday, April 22     

Starting at 10:00 a.m., with closing time to be determined on Monday. 

It will NOT be located at the ferry parking lot as originally considered but will take place at the AI Refuse & Recycling Facility (the island dump).  Since containers will be stored there overnight with hazardous waste substances, Rick has asked if it would be possible for the Crime Task Force to do some drive-by security checks.  

Since no one really knows what to expect in volume of waste collected, they are planning an additional ferry run on Monday to haul the containers off the island.  They haven't mentioned the time yet. 

Accepted items:  Products containing:

ammonia

antifreeze

automotive products

batteries

bleach

chemicals

flammable liquids

glues 

household cleaners

insecticides

oil-based paints

petroleum

solvents

yard & garden chemicals

CANNOT BE ACCEPTED: 

ammunition/explosives

asbestos

contaminated soils

Latex paint

medical waste

waste in drums

any hazardous wastes from businesses. 


AICAB will notify community via the following methods: 
1 - Sounder announcement 
2 - AICAB website 
3 - AICAB sign at store 
4 - Nelson's corner sign 
5 - Flyers posted in various island locations 
6 - Email notification list 
7 - April  AICAB meeting announcements that will be mailed out 

Debbie thanked Marshel for his comprehensive research and work on this project. 
