Anderson Island Citizen’s Advisory Board

Minutes:  January 11th, 2005 Meeting

Debbie Lowe, Chairwoman called Anderson Island Citizens’ Advisory Board (AICAB) to order at 7:30 P. M., Tuesday, January 11th, 2005 at the Anderson Island Community Clubhouse.

The following Board Members were present:

Randy Anderson

Tanner Electric Co-operative

Jim Bixler


Fire & Rescue

David Estes


Parks & Recreation

Liz Galentine


Anderson Island Crime Task Force

Debbie Lowe


Anderson Island Association

David McGoldrick

Quality of Life

Peter Seto


Elementary School Booster Club

Tom Stephenson

Community Club


Phyllis Zander

Riviera Community Club

Also present:

Dick Muri


County Councilman District # 6

Absent:

Jim Singer


Historical Society

Debbie Lowe welcomed attendees and encouraged audience members to use the sign in sheet, providing their name & issue they wish to present.  Madame Chairwoman also requested that each speaker state his or her name when addressing the AICAB, as it would be helpful to the recording secretary.

Debbie Lowe then requested the AICAB members review the agenda and called for additions or changes.  It was moved  (by whom) to accept the agenda as presented and

seconded   (by whom) The motion  carried.

Debbie introduced Dick Muri, County Councilman for District 6 who is responsible for the creation of our Citizens’ Advisory Board.  Leslie Swalley, Dick Muri’s assistant also provided a great deal of help and guidance. In addition, Mr. Muri was recently inducted into the Ft. Lewis Civilian Hall of Fame for his many contributions to the Ft. Lewis Community.

Debbie Lowe requested that AICAB members introduce themselves and state the organization they represent (those mentioned above). Debbie then introduced the Recording Secretary, Ms. Emerson.  Briefly mentioned were specific issues from AICAB members representing each organization, with additional time available for discussion when issues from the floor are addressed later in the agenda.

Debbie Lowe gave history of AICAB.  Less than a year ago the AICAB was merely an idea, and it has come a long way in a short amount of time.  On May 18th, 2004 the AICAB was officially established by unanimous vote of the Pierce County Council.   Chapter 2.61. of the Pierce County Code was created pertaining to the AICAB.  On September 21st, 2004 the individual representatives were confirmed by the Pierce County Council, and appointed by Mr. John Ladenburg County Executive.  Reference 2.61.030 Pierce County Code provides listing of all representatives.

The first official meeting of the AICAB was held on October 16th, 2004.

By-laws have since been written and adopted, and presently the AICAB is in the process of developing operating procedures.

Debbie stressed that the purpose of the AICAB is to provide a two-way communication process between the County & Islanders.  

Question from audience:  Darrell Beck

Would AICAB members make presentations on specific issues or would the people who signed up on the attendance list do the presentations?

Reply from Debbie Lowe: 

Could work either way.  AICAB members could make presentations as well as others.

Operational procedure on presentation of issues is to be discussed among AICAB members.

Question from audience:  Jerry Baughman

Stated that he doesn’t live on the Island and would have liked to have attended the last meeting.  How will the dates of the meetings be communicated?

Debbie stated that there could be an email list established for those residing off island, and also explained that announcements are printed in ‘The Island Sounder’ as well as notices posted on the bulletin board at the Island Store.

Peter Seto said that he would give a copy of the Minutes of the last meeting to Jerry.

Next item:  Approval of minutes

December 3rd, 2004 was the last AICAB meeting where Planning & Land use was discussed, with no business conducted.

November 9th, 2004 minutes are reviewed, with copy provided to each AICAB member.

Peter Seto refers to paragraph on page number # 1 ‘increase the percentage of votes needed to change the bylaws to 60%.’  Article IX amendment to the bylaws reads ‘the bylaws may be amended by a majority (more than 60%) vote of the AICAB members present. . . . . .’  Peter Seto moves to change it from “60% percent” to “more than 50% percent”.  Dave McGoldrick seconded it.  The motion carried.

Randy Anderson moved to change the minutes.

Phyllis Zander seconded the motion.

The motion  carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Dave Estes, AICAB Board Member

Non-profit status for AICAB was discussed.

$2,000 now changed according to Dick Muri.

Dick Muri informed members of the need to submit bills for reimbursement directly to the County.   Mr. Muri will see if he can change that.  David McGoldrick recommended that the AICAB representatives ask their organizations for seed money donations.    

Community Clubhouse rental discussed.

The policy of Community Club is to provide a free meeting location for an organization while in the formation stage.  The first two meetings are without charge, and the third meeting the organization pays for, reported Tom Stephenson, Community Club representative to the AICAB.  Process of obtaining money and volunteer contributions was further discussed.

OLD BUSINESS: 

Debbie Lowe addressed the need to fill the Office of Secretary, and the following options previously discussed by the AICAB members regarding this position.  

1. Rotating each member to fill the position. 

2. Have a Recording Secretary for the sole purpose of taking minutes. 

Consensus of AICAB members resulted in favor of a Recording Secretary. 

Debbie Lowe stated the Office of Secretary remains open, and read aloud from the AICAB by-laws Article IV p.2 duties of Secretary “Maintain complete and accurate minutes of the proceedings of all AICAB meetings.  ….Maintain a record of all incoming and outgoing correspondence.”  Madame Chairwoman referred to duties of the Secretary to also include working with the Recording Secretary.  Debbie explained to the audience that the AICAB members preferred using a Recording Secretary since this would allow each AICAB member to fully concentrate on the discussion at hand.  Debbie then requested that a AICAB member fill the Office of Secretary with the condition that a Recording Secretary would be responsible for taking minutes.  David McGoldrick offered to assume the Office of Secretary.

(WHO?) moved and (WHO?) seconded to appoint David McGoldrick as Secretary.  Motion carried.

Notification of permit applications from County to AICAB was discussed regarding both pending and new construction  permit applications.  Tom Stephenson referred to conditional use permits and explained that the information obtained by the AICAB regarding permits will promote community awareness.   

Discussion was brought by questions from the audience. One question related to the purpose of obtaining permits.  Fred Thompson said that the information could be obtained online.  Tony Rex commented on the Riviera group, 3200 lots in the Riviera, the permit system, pool information, and duplication.  Comments were also received from the AICAB members and Dick Muri, who stated that referring the permit information to the AICAB was for informational purposes.  

OPERATING GUIDELINES:

Debbie Lowe stated that AICAB is presently in the process of developing operating guidelines, and distributed a draft of items for possible inclusion to the AICAB members for review.  

Tom Stephenson commented on the communication notice of the AICAB meeting at the Island store, flyers distributed to 400 Island communication boxes, as well as posters on the ferry.  Encouraged a working committee to collect thoughts.  

Debbie Lowe asked if anyone wanted to review the suggested operating guidelines at this time? 

Peter Seto moved to refer to committee and the motion was seconded (BY Whom?).  Motion carried.

Operating Guidelines Committee members are Debbie Lowe, Jim Bixler, & Phyllis Zander.

David McGoldrick recommended that the members of the Operating Guidelines Committee advise the AICAB members who are not on the committee of the progress of the committee via email. 

NEW BUSINESS:

David McGoldrick moved that $100.00 be donated for the rental expense of the Community Clubhouse.  Jim Bixler seconded.  Motion carried.

Dick Muri will address his staff regarding money for the AICAB.  

Discussion focused on the process of individual donations.  

David Estes recommended that results be forwarded to Debbie Lowe.  

Amend the motion ?  

Tom Stephenson suggested a $10.or $20 donation – (Was this a motion? – who seconded?)

Motion carried (one opposed - Phyllis Zander) 

David Estes brought up the subject of non-profit status and asked if there was a motion for the non profit status.  David mentioned that both he and Debbie are prepared to front startup expenses, David will incur a $30.00 fee for Secretary of State non-profit application and a $15.00 Master permit for Department of Revenue.

Liz Galentine brought up the subject of Tax Id number.

David McGoldrick moved that subject to approval from the County’s legal staff, that AICAB incorporate as a non-profit and obtain a tax identification number. (Who Seconded?) Motion carried.

David Estes stated that he is prepared to submit non-profit forms to Dick Muri tonight.     

Sharrie Donough commented AICAB may not be eligible for non-profit status since we are a Pierce County  entity. 

David Estes moved we postpone non-profit application, and refer the matter to Pierce County Legal Department for review.  Seconded by Debbie.  Motion carried.  

ISSUES FROM THE FLOOR:  

Debbie Lowe, Chairwoman stated that five minutes would be allotted per issue, with two speakers maximum from the floor.  She also clarified that the AICAB is presently in the Collection stage regarding issues, since the prioritization procedure has yet to be established through development of the operating guidelines.  Debbie read aloud an email from Jim Singer, AICAB representative for the Historical Society addressing the following issues: Alignment of the Pierce County Transit schedule and the ferry schedule.  These schedules don’t match, making it difficult to use the ferry and take the transit.  Debbie read aloud a letter given to her by an island resident with suggestions pertaining to upcoming meetings for residents who may have hearing problems or are unable to drive. Communication can be accomplished through the Island Sounder, and/or library.  

Dixie and Cal Bolinger, who reside on Lake Florence, presented the following concerns relating to Lake Florence: 

Environment.  Large boats, jet skis and trails of oil slicks, fumes, high noise level, erosion, safety.  For example overturned boats, grandkids almost hit.  Buoys have helped, however property owners paid for their own buoys,  some are stolen, and must be replaced at the homeowners’ expense.  Age of a jetski operator is of concern.  Nancy Robinson, president of RCC spoke on Lake Florence issue.  

Concerned about liability extending to Riviera Community Club.  Marine patrol, and the fact that Lake Florence is a narrow lake, which has a swimming area (Ole swimming hole) and there are jet skis on the lake. 

Dick Muri recommends that ideas be submitted to the AICAB board, which can then be taken to the County for further research.   A formal request to Pierce County would be appropriate in order to address problems within Lake Florence. Advisory Commission looks at regarding ordinance changes.  A study of boating regulations could be done also. 

Dick Muri talks about the process chain command and organization.  For example, the park.

Jim Bixler discusses enforcement rules on the Lake.  

In response to questions raised at the annual meeting of the Anderson Island Association last week, Debbie Lowe addresses concerns regarding the AIA and the role it will play in conjunction with the AICAB.  Debbie stated that for many years various committees of the AIA have worked effectively with the County and that it is “her hope that the AIA will continue interfacing directly with the County on issues regarding ferry service and road maintenance”.  She also stated that she only has one vote out of ten members on the AICAB with regard to AICAB’s coordination with other organizations which is yet to be established in the AICAB operating guidelines.   Debbie explained that one primary advantage of the AICAB is that it represents the voice of ten Island organizations, rather than just one organization (AIA) when addressing concerns to the County.  There is strength in numbers.  Randy Anderson comments on the support the community will have with AICAB and the frustration one had with no action and now you have a place to go.  Peter Seto paraphrases comments on Lake Florence such as level of noise, safety, lack of enforcement, environmental concerns, and liability issues.  

Dave Galentine presents issues relating to Crime Task Force.  Increasing police presence in the evening on the Fourth of July would greatly help.

The Citizen’s Patrol vehicle is 17 years old, has many hours-logged on, frequent car repairs, and assistance with money is needed.  

Jim Bixler comments on life safety issues, lack of law enforcement, *911 hang up calls where the Sheriff’s office calls the Fire Dept. Police presence on the Island is needed.  He mentioned the pipe bombs.  

Bryan Golden gave a ferry report.  Bryan is the Ferry Committee Chairman.  Two bids were obtained for the new ferry, slated for delivery in May 2006.  It will be named the Steilacoom II (two).  A review team consisting of county engineers, representatives from the firm that designed the Christine Anderson and the Steilacoom II, and one island representative reviewed proposals from two bidders.  The bid from Pacific Navigation, the current operator was selected.  We have a direct point of contact for the island community, Steve Caputo who is located in the office in the Steilacoom ferry waiting room. A new brochure will be coming soon.  Refer to the article in the next Island Sounder for more details. 

Debbie Lowe commended Bryan Golden and Darrell Beck for their contributions on the Anderson Island Ferry Committee.  Reference to the monthly ferry committee reports in the Sounder as well as informative reports at the AIA meeting on the first Wed. of each month.  

Darrell Beck reports that the Ferry Committee has a direct link to Don Peterson.  Now, if there is a continuing problem the islanders have the AICAB to go to as well.  

Bob Garmire speaks about the safety on the ferry and mentions the visibility of the crew.  

Bryan Golden states that the crew will be more visible on deck due to recent changes in their operating procedures.  

Pat Lowe talks about taking the issues to the group which is taken to the County. 

Tom Stephenson talks about the ten different organizations, which is broad and balanced that AICAB represents. This is a public meeting for those interested.  Issues should be community issues, not personal agendas. 

Dick Muri refers to AICAB board as being similar to a town council for the Island, and comments on the importance of the board listening to the voice of the islanders.  This is not a dictatorship.  105,000 voted in district 6 voted for Dick Muri.  Mr. Muri states that he is not an expert on Anderson Island.  His role is budget and ordinance.  Evolving authority to this board.  Key Peninsula is another committee.  

Monique Grondin comments that Dick Muri is elected, whereas the members of the AICAB are not.  

Phyllis Zander mentions that when you previously had a complaint, nothing happened. AICAB is formed which now provides more clout.  Anderson Island is a small Island, now you have a voice.  She states “we are you, not the opposite.”  Phyllis states that she has no agenda, she is here to help.  

David McGoldrick asks Bryan Golden (Ferry Committee Chairman) to attend the future AICAB meetings.  David addresses the notification of permits and applications of permits which should go to the AICAB Chair, Debbie Lowe. 

Peter Seto suggests that a letter to John Ladenburg is needed concerning permits.

Dick Muri states that a CC should go to him as well. 

Jim Bixler speaks about the bond that passed in November.  There is a new order for a fireboat.  Roberts Motors helped the Fire Department obtain a $15,000 vehicle.  Vehicle will also tow a trailer.  In the future a public access defibrillator will be deployed as part of the recently passed bond.  

10 knots…45 minutes to cross – old boat

40 knots…15 minutes to cross  - new boat

Liz Galentine comments on the Community Plan. 

Debbie Lowe commended the Crime Task Force for their contribution to the security and crime deterrence on the island, and thanked Dave Galentine, Bob Garmire, Pat Lowe, Liz Galentine for their many efforts.  

Dixie Bolinger requested that the AICAB appeal to the County regarding Lake Florence issue. 

Sharrie Donough, General Manager of Riviera commented that Riviera Community Club has no jurisdiction over Lake Florence.  Dept of Ecology has rights to the water. 

Peter Seto clarifies that the right is over navigation water.  

David McGoldrick asked Dixie Bolinger for a formal proposal to present to the County.

Peter Seto suggested that a fact sheet of Lake Florence would be helpful.  

Darline Thompson suggested that a tape recorder for the meeting would be helpful for the recording secretary.  

Dick Muri refers to a fact-finding Advisory Committee and stated that the AICAB will be a sounding board. The process may be slow, with good resolution.  Dick Muri wants to make a difference.  He stated that he put together an election task force, Firearms Advisory Commission.  Anderson Island is Shotgun Only Area. 

Dick suggested that the AICAB also function as a Land Use Advisory Council for the Island.  He mentioned that the Anderson Island and Ketron Island Community Plan is quite old, and in need of updating.  He suggested training for AICAB Land Use Advisory Council (LUAC)  Budget plan.

Regarding the Directions Package.  Changes in shoreline regulations have been delayed until 2006.  Fresh water and salt water.  Lake Josephine and Lake Florence code requirements - no change.  

2006 - Dick Muri can budget for specific reason.  

Communication from Dick Muri’s office is a District 6 newsletter.  Two pages could be dedicated to Anderson Island, and his office will work directly with the AICAB regarding input.  It is sent to every registered voter on Anderson Island.  Two issues Mr. Muri deals with are surface water and wastewater.  

Sharrie Donough spoke on tax appeals and the fact that 28 parcels of Riviera are owned by Pierce County, which is lost income for Riviera Community Club.  

Suggested was to email Dick Muri with information.  Dick Muri stated that he is in the Lakewood office on Thursday mornings.  Calling for an appointment is good, however, it is not required.  

Note:  District 6 news states that “council member Muri will be available at Lakewood City Hall each Thursday between 9:00 A.M. and 12:00 noon. 

Peter Seto speaks about the budget 2006.  Also the fact there are only 2-3 meetings prior.  Work apparently needs to begin due to the fact there are limited meetings.  Process of prioritizing to Dick Muri. Budget item, Urgency, level of interest, and safety were pointed out.  

Dick Muri passed $3,000 or $3,500 from County for Anderson Island Crime Task Force. 

Mr. Muri also commented on improvements to the Ft. Steilacoom Park playground and the bathroom.  Also, Mr. Muri is Chair of the Health Dept. He believes that AICAB will help him do his job better. There is also a reference to channels 19 and 42 (Open Public Meetings.) 

Peter Seto commented on the last AICAB meeting and how helpful it was to have Hugh Taylor  speak on issues concerning Planning and Land Use.

At the next meeting operation guidelines will be discussed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

January 29th/January 30th, estate sale at the home of Betty Ferguson.  Location is Hopkins and Lake Josephine Blvd.  

Darrell Beck - Articles due the 15th of the month for The Island Sounder.  

Tom Stephenson states that a committee needs to be made up of the community as well.

David Estes represents the Park Board which meets on the third Wednesday and David will bring it up then.

At the next AICAB meeting Liz Galentine will present concerns of the Crime Task Force to the board. 

Pat Lowe had a question about the process. 

Dave McGoldrick comments that Riviera then has no jurisdiction over Lake Florence.  

Dixie Bolinger speaks about “Friends of Lake Florence” buoys, boating committee, and sheriff. 

Additional comments on Lake Florence were lack of action and the AICAB needing education regarding Lake Florence.  

Jan Wepfer - Question whether an issue can be presented to an individual or do we need to bring it to a member?   David McGoldrick answered either way.

Tom Stephenson remarked on involving the people who live off Island and come for the summer.   Their viewpoints need to be heard as well.  Minority viewpoints need to be heard also.  

Pat Lowe gives example of how each organization can work together for the community.  

Jim Bixler points out law enforcement problems and needs before fourth of July, County fire Marshall, and the Sheriff’s office which are the authorities regarding fire works.  

Peter Seto sums it up.  Announcements now, suggestions next meeting, Liz Galentine will present, Crime Task Force and Fire Chief will also present at next meeting.  

Phyllis Zander will present Lake Florence issues.  Sense of urgency, prior to April.  

April 12, 2005 next meeting.

Meeting adjourned by Debbie Lowe at 10:00 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pat Emerson (Recording Secretary) 

Submitted to David McGoldrick

Secretary of Anderson Island Citizens’ Advisory Board
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